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James Hoehling 
James, Henry Autobiography 

Edited Frederick Dupee. Criterion. May 15, 1956. 

636p. $7.50. 


Autobiographical writing has with 
heavy accent names and action. are accus- 
tomed read intimate portraits the great though 
popular books entitled, Days with the President, 
least such works that are filled with action that 
they are easily mistaken for diary events, loosely 
strung into connected story. There very little 
danger that the present volume will confused with 
either type popular autobiographical literature. 


Henry James Autobiography collection into 
single volume three previously published works, 
Small Boy and Others, Notes Son and Brother, and 
The Middle Years. Originally intended mem- 
orial his older brother, William James, the famous 
psychologist, these sketches grew into reminiscence 
Henry’s own past, with remarkable display that 
“universal consciousness,” much part his in- 
tensely introverted and analytical 
ficant things might fill the lives others, but not Henry 
James’; him they are the abundant source reflec- 
tion and speculation. 


From his early days, Henry remembers the construction 
two edifices near his own home New York City, 
the Scotch Presbyterian Church, and the dancing 
academy certain Mr. Edward Ferraro. First there 
are the memories playing hide and seek among the 
wonders building a-building. And adds: “While 
clambered about ladders and toyed with the 
peril unfloored abysses, while trespassed and 
pried and pervaded, clearly the sacred edifice en- 
joyed credit beyond that the profane; but when 
both were finished and opened flocked the sound 
the fiddle more freely, need scarce said, than 
that the psalm.” James then discusses the whole 
question church-going practiced his family— 
the absolute liberty allowed the children range 
will, indeed ignore all churches equally—with 
glances forward and backward and within, all the 
general topic. contrast, the new dancing academy 
the occasion for lengthy aside the entertainment 
arts the day, with special reference several per- 
formances personally recalled the author. 


Thus does James build his story, with loose thread 
personal history, but with full digression left and 
right. writes heavy analytical and involved 
style that requires most exacting attention. There 
denying that the pages this book are filled with 
mature insights and with profound analytical probing 
into memory’s recesses for impressions and motivations. 
For anyone know James, would unthinkable 
that pass them by. 


Henry James has his admirers, rapidly gaining 
number, especially since the centenary his birth 
that veritable revival interest has arisen. 
However, many persons still find him too verbose, too 
difficult unravel reading. Henry 
James has been satirically analyzed Rebecca West 
having passed through three literary periods, “James 
the First, James the Second, and The Old Pretender.” 
The charge can find abundant illustrations from the 
pages the Autobiography, but quite often amidst 


the pretension and obscurities are sketches such 
artistry that only the genuine craftsman could pen 
them. 


The readers the Autobiography will find each page 
puzzle, but careful reading will reward them abund- 
antly. James difficult; but James has something 
say. His style writing not the style today, but 
his wide interests, his judgments men and events, 
and his cultivated aristocratic wit will make the reading 
him worth the effort. 


Brother John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
Dean, Salle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Hoehling, and Mary 

The Last Voyage the Lusitania 
Holt. May 255p. $3.75. 
the first day May, 1915, the giant Cunard liner 
Lusitania sailed from Pier 54, the foot Thirteenth 
Street, New York City. She was routine 
atlantic crossing. The only ominous note that tended 
mar her sailing was warning from the German 
Embassy Washington. paid advertisement 
peared New York newspapers the morning 
May Ist reminding travelers the dangers faced 
sailing through the War Zone British ships. The 
notice was inserted the Ocean Travel section next 
the Cunard Line schedule. Few passengers can- 
celled their passage. 


The Lusitania was captained sixty-three year old 
William Turner. stern disciplinarian, Turner was 
respected crew and passengers alike. Turner had 
gone sea cabin boy the bark Grasmere. 
strick reef off Belfast and Will Turner swam 
Working his way from fullriggers 
Turner 1915 was Commodore the Cunard fleet. 
lived down with both the Lusitania and the 
Hernia. Finally 1917 the Cunard Line concluded 


that its commodore had used his luck. 


The Hoehlings have written their book the first 
seven days May, 1915. There are numerous flash- 
backs that present biographical sketches selected 
passengers and crew. This not overdone. The list 
includes Charles Frohman, Elbert Hubbard, Alfred 
Vanderbilt, Elizabeth Duckworth, and fireman Frank 
Tower who swam away from the Titanic 
Empress Ireland. 


The Lusitania was torpedoed about eleven miles off the 
Old Head Kinsale, Ireland, May 1915. The Ger 
man U-boat 20, one week out Emden, fired the 
torpedo. Kapitanleutnant Walther Schweiger 
miss. had 790 foot target. The U-20 sent her 
torpedo into the starbord side the 32,000 ton 
2:10 p.m. (3:10 p.m. German clock settings). 
Turner tried beach his ship. The attempt 
futile. The Lusitania went down nineteen minutes 
the 1959 souls board, 1198 were dead. Out 
159 Americans, 124 had perished. 129 
were drowned died exposure. Alice 
ton, nurse witnessed woman giving birth baby 
the water. She regarded the sight the mos 
horrible experience her life! 


inevita 
“Whe 
now 
bard 


The 
fishing 
dead 
Old 


Jur 
We: 
six sur 
Line 
tho: 
not ple 
world. 
zollern. 


The 
They 
the 

lay 
follow 
diagram 
defect 
book 


chair 


Simon 


Besides 

Hilar 
Thomps 
forty- 
nations, 
nated 
reac 
everythir 
the four 
scrutable 
cluded, 
pages 
Knees,” 
lived 
capable 
But 
about otk 
other tid 
should 


LLERS 


such 
pen 


page 
but 
ading 


May 15, 1956 


The last minutes the great ship Atlantic waters 
and the struggle for survival its personnel keep the 
reader edge. The authors graphically depict the 
confusion sea and the inexcusable stupidity and lack 
training the ship’s company. Passengers didn’t 
know how fasten life belt. They weren’t sure 
what boat assignments were theirs. tragedy always 
Elbert Hubbard wrote the Titanic— 
“Where once the great ship proudly floated, there 
now mass wreckage, the dead, the dying.” 
bard never again wrote the death great ship. 
went down the Lusitania. 


The survivors were picked trawlers, motor boats, 
fishing schooners and patrol boats. They were taken 
Ireland, where their families were notified. For the 
dead mass burial was held outside Queenstown 
Old Church Cemetery. 


June 15, 1915, inquest into the sinking was held 
Westminster Hall. Testimony was given thirty- 
six survivors including Captain Turner. The Cunard 
Line and Turner were absolved and the blame placed 
those who committed the crime. The Kaiser was 
not pleased the anti-German feeling throughout the 
world. Schwieger never was hero Wilhelm Hohen- 
zollern. 


The authors are congratulated their book. 
They were ably assisted its preparation survivors 
the Lusitania. The one thing lacking the book 
layout the ship. The reader would able 
follow the story from bridge engine room ship’s 
diagram were provided. However, this slight 
defect otherwise excellent work. Lusitania 
book for cabin boys and masters, old salts and desk 


chair captains. 
Frank Brown, 
Chairman, Department History, 
University Scranton 


Campbell, Patrick 
Short Trot with Cultured Mind 
Simon Schuster. May 242p. $3.95. 


Besides being decorated with the delightful drawings 
Hilary Knight, who admirably illustrated Kay 
Thompson’s Eloise happy memory, this collection 
forty-less-one short chapters reminiscences, rumi- 
nations, and reports the raising moppets illumi- 
nated rare and perceptive wit. don’t know when 
read, with many repressed chuckles, was 
attending one those convention meetings where 
everything was. being particularly parliamentary), 
the four pages titled Dirty Big Policeman,” the in- 
scrutable logic children’s minds was never, con- 
cluded, lucidly exposed with such genuine sense 
adult incomprehension. the time had reached 
pages 218 221, which recount game called “Knees- 
Knees,” knew that Mr. Campbell had, indisputably, 
lived with four-year old daughter already fully 
capable baffling any male. 


But you are one those who simply loathe stories 
about other people’s bright offspring, there are many 
other tid-bits this Irish-English that 
should tease your taste. You may, for instance, find 
attempt outline the genealogical sequence 


Campbell Dennis 


people and events the Wagnerian Ring music-dramas 
resulting Brunnhilde’s identification Wotan’s 
Uncle. beautifully studied game tennis, clas- 
sical style, British. frenzied adventure with 
Christmas turkey and roasting pan. the unnerv- 
ing rather obnoxiously precise, not precocious 
Finn named Mr. Jaakkala, through game croquet. 
And you enjoy bit mild ribaldry, now and then, 
there’s touch that one and another item, usually 
having with the unscrupulousness predacious 
females. 

All all, Mr. Campbell’s book lives the promise 
its title without being stuffy the title might 
suggest. Taken, like caviar truffles, morsels, 
makes quite appetizing fare; for the adult reader. 


Dennis, Patrick Guestward, Ho! 


Vanguard. May 270p. $3.50. 

just about sixteen months since Auntie Mame 
casually strolled into the bookmart, wearing her sable 
stole and eleven-inch ivory-and-gold cigarette holder, 
and set Booksellers’ Row agog. The whacky lady from 
the imaginative pen writer masquerading Pat- 
rick Dennis stole the show for months and still get- 
ting appreciative whistles from risible readers. Now the 
same incognito serves confidant (confidante?—one 
suspects some sort transvestite pseudonym) 
adventurous young-married lady named Barbara Hoo- 
ton whose husband, Bill, buys the Rancho del Monte 
outside Santa Fe, glorious and healthy New Mexico 
and packs himself and his gal-wife and their twin 
Siamese cats off run the place dude-ranch. 
After the slapstick insanities Auntie Mame’s career, 
this comes something sedate romp. The furious 
flurry worries that inevitably are bound beset 
pair callow Easterners suddenly setting shop 
the cactus and arroyo regions are all here. The guests 
not come with the frequency and the numbers 
necessary make the first year profitable hopes 
wishful thinking had predicted. The trouble with 
succession cooks—alcoholic almost all them— 
and moronic wrangler named Curly, with auto- 
matic dishwasher that pulverizes wedding-trousseau 
Limoges dinnerware, boozy scion wealth called 
Junior, and assortment “characters” spun out 
make very readable, enjoyable novel. There’s 
horribly true-to-life caricature typical bigot the 
ingrown narrow-mind school; bossy dame real- 
estate who pries into everything and patronizes every- 
one; and perfectly charming and fabulously wealthy 
little Greek widow thirty named Connie who almost 
tempts the Hootons into selling their Rancho and re- 
turning the fleshpots Manhattan Island; duel- 
between two single female vacationists, 
for the love the shy, tall wrangler who succeeds 
Curly; hunt for mountain lion, and much dashing 
hither and yon, into Santa Fe, Albuquerque, the sur- 
rounding hills, and the Tesuque Indian Reservation. 


Although will not come the expectations 
those who are preparing themselves for Auntie 
Mame Rides Again, Guestward, Ho! should please al- 
most everyone, least among the adult customers. 
will, probably, follow its predecessor the best-seller 
lists, but not likely last long. don’t recall 
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Sneider Chute Barrett 


anything which would contradict the estimate: 


Good clean fun. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Sneider, Vern 

Long Way Home and Other Stories 
Putnam. May 11,1956. 256p. $3.50. 
Here collection eight more less short stories 
the author The Teahouse the August Moon. 
Following the lead James Michener, who made the 
South Pacific his beat, Mr. Sneider sets his scene mostly 
South Korea. Two the longer stories, “Even the 
Leopard” and Long Way from Home,” and two 
the shorter tales, “When Winter Comes” and “The 
Box” use the “police action” that hapless peninsula 
background. The two longer tales are likely film 
material, with the former, centering around Ameri- 
con soldier who took his discharge Korea and set 
something industrial empire Seoul eventually 
forced out the invasion from the North, has all the 
soldier fortune appeal which Gann’s recent novel 
that title had; and the second being more com- 
passionate and affecting story the attempts in- 
tegrate some the Koreans into the American forces 
fighting the invaders. Bosko,” the other long- 
short, almost novelette, tells the settling 
refugee from behind the “iron curtain” the Polish 
community Hamtramck, and gets bit out hand 
the process. Two the best the collection are 
two the shortest:: ““The Dumbest Man the Army” 
and Child the Regiment” are sincerely affecting 
their pathos. The original form what was later 
developed into tragic novel, Pail 
shows Mr. Sneider’s capacity for sympathy with the 
poor folk the Formosan coast. The collection 
worthwhile and seems suitable for all types readers. 


Chute, Greenwillow 


Dutton. May 237p. $3.50. 

Greenwillow little town, somewhere, isolated from 
the world, the shores its own Meander River. 
Dorrie, young orphan and maid two old ladies, 
lives there and quietly loves Gideon. But Gideon does 
not respond, for the first son first son and 
such, had Gideon’s father, Amos Briggs, comes 
“the call” which must answered. call 
roam the world. Amos returns from time time 
visit his wife; but always off again, leaving her with 
more children support. Gideon has resolved never 

call. 


But many are conniving for his marriage. Micah, 
younger brother who will tend the farm when Gideon 
go; and Reverend Mr. Lapp seeks fight the devil 
from whom, both and Micah believe, the call comes. 
Opportunistic old Gramma Briggs falsely claims actu- 
ally have fought the Devil for the soul Thomas 
Clegg and she has stature the community because 
this; but her assertion was made only invent 
“inheritance” cow which the Briggs’ farm needed 
badly for coming baby. 


Best SELLERS 


After some small diversionary episodes, all which 
confirm that Gideon will answer his call, the baby 
born Midsummer, Gramma’s terrible secret ex- 
posed, and Gideon’s call comes. But call home- 
ward, Dorrie. 


some places, Greenwillow descends into whimsy; 
but, generally, the style light, witty and picturesque. 
teems with people. There are two clergymen, the 
Jonathan-Edwards type, Lapp, and Mr. Birdson whose 
name symbolic. There are the sweet old ladies who 
have raised the sweet and simple Dorrie. And there 
the remarkable crone, Gramma, uninhibited, munch- 
ing her turnip. There are, also, many more, fleetingly, 
but neatly exhibited. 


Greenwillow charming pastoral comedy; but, 
reason its occasionally earthy references, for adults 
only. Indeed, only adults are likely savor the full 
charm this engaging tale. 


Doris Maguire, 
West River, Maryland 


Barrett, William The Sudden Strangers 
Doubleday. May 314p. $3.95. 


Dorinda Daly, musical comedy star, had separated 
from her husband many years before she had achieved 
success. Her son, Bart, had been raised the 
verbial backstage fashion, but mother careful and 
valiant. husband, derelict from drinking for 
many years and recipient much remote generosity 
from Dorinda, had found peace brother mona- 
stery up-State New York. Bart was put through 
schooling Dorinda, and eventually through college 
where had been outstanding athlete. 
college had met, loved, and made love the 
wealthy Aleta Waringly. 
relations with him, heard from her, while serving 
his Army time Japan, that she had borne his child 
and that the child had died. Aleta again turned down 
importunate offer marriage, this time proxy. 


Bart returned the States become 
baseball player minor league. the end the 
season visited New York see his mother. 


love, but their course interrupted Bart’s admission 
her that had thoughtlessly fathered illegitimate 
child. becomes convinced his 
ness, and also realizes that believes his child 
alive, Dorinda reveals him his father’s identity 
Brother Anselm. visit his father followed 
one Aleta, her parents, and her husband. 


Ultimately Bart learns that there was child, not 
pregnancy. From his dealings with Aleta’s father, 
his own, his mother, and her playwright-lover, 
comes, however, realization the things that 
him and plan life based upon realization 
limitations, upon truths rather than illusions. 


bare bones there little dramatic movement 
conflict The Sudden Strangers. But the story 
developed, through narrative flashback from the 
Bart returns New York see his mother 


While 


After her scornful breaking 


Dorinda 
hopes for Bart’s sake that will marry Mary 
her secretary. Bart and Mary independently fall 
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May 15, 1956 


time, several days later, that her new show opens, and 
through exploration awareness and motivation 
the persons, the result tightly knit and concentratedly 
alive. first one may feel that this book lacks the 
sharp focus spiritual problem the author’s 
The Left Hand God, and, the other hand, the 
passionate sweep The Shadows the Images. But 
would extremely difficult point out flaw. 
What here fusion the methods the two 
earlier books. The background varied, from theatri- 
cal life, the monastery, the wealth Fairfield 
County. Further, the problems the persons are 
varied, reality, resulting direct oppositions 
but multitude cross-purposes and diverse inter- 
ests. Each character given proportionately full 
treatment. part the individual’s problems 
untouched and the answers are, few cases, given; 
many left implicit; and some, wisely, unresolved. 


Because its direct presentation some these 
problems, the right the father seek monastic 
seclusion, the obvious living-in-sin the mother, the 
obligations the illegitimate, and forth, The Sudden 
Strangers may prove puzzling reading some. 
more its undogmatic treatment the problems may 
make seem haphazard inconclusive. Actually 
well reasoned statement some human lives. 
Technically, style and story-construction, just 
about well done could manner that 
masculine and vigorous, without pretension affecta- 
tion. Its facility combined with sensitivity its 
compassion combined with justice mark 
unusual adult sincerity, sanity and orthodoxy 
show straight, unassuming, non-ax-grinding Catholicity. 


Maguire, 
West River, 


Wodehouse, America Like You 
Simon Schuster. May 212p. $3.50. 


This latest the Wodehouse books, (there are some 
sixty listed opposite the title page), clever and laugh- 
ter-provoking like the older ones, but “this simple 
story [a] love affair with the United States Amer- 
ica” (22) is, the same time, forced and few spots 
vulgar. 


Wodehouse more than once the course the 
book confesses that plots are his weak point. Perhaps, 
then, there should cause for anyone’s surprise 
find that this book quite plotless even though 
does manage move from England America, from 
early days the life the author somewhere near 
the present, and move withal without too many 
jerks upset either the flow time thet narra- 
tive. This accomplished not any logical progres- 
sion, but sort fluid free association ideas. 
you read the book you feel somewhat like subject 
being tested for his psychological reaction certain 
words. Just freely does this book move from anec- 
dote anecdote from chapter chapter without much 
reason link the parts one another 
the whole. 


This, according the author himself, both and not 
autobiography. “The word too important” (6) 
for what this is. But good autobiography should 


Sheean 


contain and include number good stories. And 
this does. Cleverly, Wodehouse has managed 
highlight the whole procession facts and figures con- 
nected with the life author and the production 
his books. Two these characterizations stand out 
very well done, opinion. They are the one 
the literary agent, Archibald Fletcher Fitzmaurice, 
and the one Bob Davis the editor, 
that, some fifty-seven pulp magazines, and long 
plots Wodehouse was short them. There are 
chapters critics and reviewers, patrons litera- 
ture and the writers literature, fan mail and the 
foolishness autographing books. Throughout there 
much more than the proverbial grain truth all 
that said. The distortion, (and there plenty for 
most the humor depends upon it), artistic, the 
laughter not bitter. But somehow, Jeeves and Thank 
You, Jeeves bore traces surer touch and truer 
ring. Perhaps what Wodehouse says his chapter 
about butlers and his preference for writing them 
really true. says, “Butlers have always fascinated 
me.” (102) That fascination rubs off the reader; 
and here not find anything like it, either visible 
the eye tangible the touch. 


cannot become enthusiastic about the book whole. 
The chapter New York taxi drivers and their deter- 
mined conversations with their fares seems little old 
and musty. The Ph.D. thesis armadillos (141) 
little stale, and the story Mrs. Hodges, looking 
the ceiling and hoping for the fall another meteorite 
add “two thousand seven hundred smackers” her 
bank account, more than slightly dated. offset 
these rather boring spots, there are two excellent sec- 
tions. One telephone numbers,—to have not 
have them listed the book; the other, what’s 
wrong with America, entitled “Thin blessings 
disguise.” 


Except for two three spots where the language 
coarse and vulgar, there really nothing wrong with 
this book. just isn’t the Wodehouse upon 
whose earlier books fastened with glee. 


Sister Mary William, 
The llege St. Catherine, 
St. Paul Minnesota 


Sheean, Vincent Oscar Hammerstein 
Simon Schuster. May 1956. 363p. $5.00. 


More than century ago Oscar Hammerstein was 
born either Hamburg Berlin. Some seventy years 
later died New York City. Meanwhile be- 
came eccentric entrepreneur, obsessed with the urge 
present grand opera the masses, not the classes. 
For nearly fifty years was engaged theatrical enter- 
prises, amassing and losing fortunes, introducting such 
celebrities Mary Garden and John McCormack, 
cite but two the many whom presented the 
American entertainment world, waging one-man war 
against the Metropolitan Opera, and building excep- 
tionally gocd theatres. Meanwhile, too, moved the 
center entertainment Times Square and became, 
perhaps, the best known figure Broadway. 


From the time arrived New York almost 
penniless immigrant until his labored breathing ceased 


Brooks 


Lenox Hill Hospital, Hammerstein lived anxious, 
enigmatic life. began earn his livelihood 
cigar factory, invented machinery for the manufac- 
ture cigars, edited and published trade journal 
for tobacconists, composed music, fended off law- 
suits continually, loved gather people into his 
theatres; fact, might said have devoted his 
whole life dealing with people—not always too gen- 
teelly, course—and yet was very much re- 
cluse, content take bow opening night 
give statement the press. was known his 
Prince Albert coat and striped trousers, his goatee and 
his cigar, and his old silk hat. Even though the sub- 
title this book promises, “The Life and Exploits 
Impresario,” his exploits rather than his life are 
disclosed, perhaps because Hammerstein was such 
solitary person. 


Vincent Sheean, however, assembles all the facts most 
likely available. But too prone conjecture— 
maybe can nothing else—about some them. 
also wont repetitious, for the reader con- 
stantly assailed with Hammerstein’s urge present 
grand opera. does, though, create the atmosphere 
the times—that so-called gilded age that ceased 
irrevocably with the 1918 Armistice. Whether the fine 
book-making job, the illustrations, and preface 
Oscar Hammerstein are worth five dollars will 
questioned many, except those who are fanatically 
devoted theatrical arts. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Brooks, Emerson The Growth Nation 
Dutton. Apr. 27,1956. 320p. $5.95. 


you agree with the old Chinese proverb that main- 
tains that one picture worth thousand 
you do, you will forced admit that this book 
the equivalent many thousands words because 
has least one and often two pictures practically 
every one its large pages. addition the more 
than three hundred pictures, the book contains nearly 
fifty thousand words text. 


Following the first two chapters, filled with introductory 
material, encounter Chapter III, entitled, First 
Hundred Years, 1500-1600.” Following this pattern 
separate chapter for each hundred years, are 
nevertheless bit shocked learn upon encountering 
Chapter VII that are “The Fifth Hundred Years, 
1900—.” had not realized that had reached 
such impressive age, historically speaking. Actually, 
only six pages are devoted the period from 1500 
1600, whereas 138 pages are assigned the century 
from 1800 1900, and pages are required for the 
years from 1900 the present. 


Realizing, perhaps, that the Civil War had been ade- 
quately covered, for example, the magnificent Divi- 
ded Fought, edited David Donald, Mr. Brooks 
devoted but few pages the War between the States 
but gives many pages the post-war West. Many 
excellent photographs are reproduced, are also fam- 
ous paintings and lithographs and etchings. The per- 
iod the turn the century has been brought back 
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1900, photographs the automobiles 1905 and 
the unpaved roads. The modern period 
sented excellent photographs super-highways, 
mechanical cotton pickers, oil wells, big dams and 
power plants and other evidences the mechanical 
age which live. 


The text that supplements the pictures has been care- 
fully and thoughtfully prepared. would difficult 
indeed compress into one page better analysis 
“The South” than the one presented page 
Suitable for anyone from high school age onward, 
would hard imagine American history more 


attractive format. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Jennison, Keith The Boys and Their Mother 
Viking. May 6,1956. 127p. $2.75. 

Parents will have happy encounter with The Boys 
and Their Mother. Keith Jennison’s book was written 
prove knows his wife,—like book. Assuming 
that their knowledge each other after these years 
parents built upon their relationships with the boys, 
the parents decide can described triangle 
without hypotenuse. The question Mr. Jennison tries 
answer reviews episodes the family life 
whether they can find each other only going through 
the boys. 


One hot summer evening, Keith returns from un- 
successful bookselling day the city and expresses envy 
his wife’s ability keep cool loafing the play- 
ground with the boys. the next day Emily makes 
the rounds the bookstores and Keith stays home 


manage boys, beds, and Bendix. Keith writes 


admiration the wife who handled both days calmly 
and coolly. Emily’s postscript the incident, jibe 
Keith’s extra expenditures ease the day, brings 
the subject their efforts teach the boys save 
their money. 


For months Nick and Chris had caddied and done odd 
jobs, putting their earnings carefully away for the pur 
chase identical super-de-luxe bicycles pictured 


mail order catalogue. Slowly the kitty grew until 


had check their hands for the nearly $150 they 


needed. But the last minute the order went 


three regular models, their friend Tony, who 


without pay for his father, could have bike too and 


share their jaunts. 


Householders will chuckle over the stories about 


ting few dollars for special purpose only have 
emergency arrive which requires the exact 
saved. The Jennisons’ joke about this mythical 
acter with uncanny knowledge describes “the thing” 
exasperating and comical. 
The Jennisons bought old house the country 
became “do-it-yourself” addicts. Their struggles 
heat and power failures while battling country 
will arouse sympathy and ready belief from those 
have also been lured the “simple life.” 


The book’s easy style makes for pleasant reading. 
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from the female the story who often sees things 
bit differently. The Jennisons are nice people who have 
fun, don’t take themselves too seriously, and represent 
good way life. Everyone will like them. 


Simon, Clare Oh, the Family 
Coward-McCann. Apr. 256p. $3.50. 


This novel about English Catholic family whose 
members differ greatly that their life family 
portrays the impact family crises each individual. 
The father, Edmund Carling, famous writer. For 
ten years has insisted farming run-down old 
place bought the end World War II. His wife 
hates it; but typical Barbara follow Edmund’s 
whims and try placate the whole family into 
acquiescence. She does good job she can 
keeping them comfortable and peaceful. 


Stephen the oldest son, employed journalist for 
London Catholic paper. The story begins brings 
his fiancée down from London meet his family and 
tries prepare her for assortment characters 
different from any she has known. Anna ten years 
his junior, just the age Jocelyn, the only Carling 
daughter. 


Anna city sophisticate who tries eagerly adapt 
the earthy, semi-Bohemian atmosphere the Car- 
ling menage. Extreme contrast presented Jocelyn, 
naive and sensitive. She excellent and has real 
love for farming; and she spends her days helping Pat- 
rick, the Irish hired man with the farm work, hanging 
adoringly his every word. But she helplessly 
love with Gerard, old school chum Stephen’s, 
and spoiled neurotic who exploits Jocelyn’s obvious 
infatuation, the concern all the family. Anthony 
Carling, the second son, artist whose ambition 
limited obtaining job museum curator. 
this end studying for degree; but willingly 
does his share the farm work despises. 


There are two younger boys, Simon and Michael, both 
away Dominican school for most the year. 


The story mainly concerned with Stephen, Anthony, 
and Jocelyn; though Gerard, Anna, Patrick, Edmund 
and Barbara are pretty well dissected rather objec- 
tive manner—as the author hasn’t quite decided 
about these characters, but here’s what they thought 
and did and said—what does the reader think? 
first the reader will confused and frustrated the 
quick glimpses many characters, family scenes, 
and occasional -flashbacks. However, sticks with 
it, the family suddenly all piece, moving and 
changing but basically consistent. Most this con- 
sistency comes from strong Catholic faith, pervading 
not preached the novel. 


Stephen and Anna both try maintain their court- 
ship but actually each seems seeking security. 
Anna keeps visiting weekends. perturbed walk 
the rain leads her, unknowing, the flooded river’s 
cliff edge and within moment disaster. Stephen 
and Anthony both try reach her and then that 
all three realize Anthony and Anna who are 


love and that Stephen doesn’t really want get mar- 


tied. 


Simon Savage 


Stephen tries warn Jocelyn against Gerard’s selfish- 
ness and ruthlessness where women are concerned; but 
Jocelyn lives for Gerard’s frequent visits and proves 
easy prey for seduction. Gerard immediately protects 
himself engagement older woman. Jocelyn’s 
faith and decency are largely responsible for keeping 
her from dalliance with Patrick, the father four, 
sop her bruised pride. 


Simon comes home from school holiday. has 
been family problem because poor student and 
lovable clumsy mischief maker. the last night 
the tracks. His death precipitates the family’s return 
London. 


Stephen given dangerous assignment Kenya, 
where interviews Catholic priest living alone 
Mau Mau territory. Fr. Donnelly unforgettable 
character, thoroughly hero, hating one, ordi- 
nary human except when serving humanity for Christ’s 
sake. When the missioner martyred, Stephen knows 
his own goal—to priest also. 


This novel strictly for adults because the frankness 
its love scenes. Much the conversation consists 
vulgarisms pertaining stock breeding and country 
life, which some may find unnecessary. 


The author’s style, though uneven, seems full promise 
some the smoother and more artistic passages. 
Characterizations are done thoroughly that the 
reader experiences sense loss when the final chap- 
ter arrives. This searching and largely successful 
attempt balance various phases daily living and 
human problems skillful portrayal modern 


Catholic family. 
Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Savage, Henry 

River the Carolinas: The Santee 
Macmillan. May 14, 1956. 435p. $5.00. 
Most the Santee River now lies comparative still- 
ness artificial Lake Marion; little its water 
allowed flow from Marion through the old Santee 
channel the ocean not many miles away, but the 
rest diverted into another artificial lake, Moultrie, 
and then into Cooper River. But the lakes are new; 
the Santee and its tributaries, draining all central 
South Carolina and part western North Carolina, 
reach back through long and colorful history. This 
history the stuff which River the Carolinas: the 
fifty-first the Rivers America series, 
made. 


Henry Savage, Jr., has assembled his material well and 
has incorporated surprising amount information 
into comparatively slender volume. goes from 
popularized geology, dealing freely big round num- 
bers, statistical accounts industry the Santee 
today. has, course, great fund history 
which draw: the first explorations the Carolinas; 
the early colonial days and the pirates; the War In- 
dependence, which the Carolinas had markedly the 
aspect civil war; the growth cotton economy; 
the War between the States and the agony recon- 
struction; South Carolina’s resurgence after the deple- 


tion its natural resources. The omission any pic- 
ture Charleston’s later days seems odd; but even 
without such description the book has color 
abundance. 


Partisanship perhaps expected the writing 
local history; Mr. Savage, any rate, has abun- 
dant share partisan spirit. fairly objective 
dealing with the War Independence—he makes the 
most heroes both sides. applies the theory 
British blunders the campaign the Carolinas, 
the blunders this instance being psychological rather 
than military. some other historical questions 
takes sides quite definitely. treatment the rela- 
tive merits English and Spanish explorers little 
naive; may that Mr. Savage has never outlived 
the dogmatic Anglo-Saxon indoctrination his school 
days. His condemnation reconstruction demagoguery 
both round and sound. contemporary social 
questions, his attitude may summed reference 
one his sentences which points with apparent 
that Southern labor has all the virtues demand- 
ing employer could desire—steadiness, adaptability, in- 
and deep-seated distruct labor leaders 
and Northern labor organizations.” glories what 
free enterprise alone doing for South Carolina and 
simply accepts the fact that some Carolinians will die 
unrelieved destitution. 


The abundant superlatives with which Mr. Savage en- 
dows South Carolina’s prospects for the future are 
pardonable that they stem from well-founded local 
pride, but they are apt questioned both the 
skeptic and, with more justification, the stylist. Nor 
are they the only flaws the writing this book. 
The style shows inattention the imprecise use 
pronouns and the careless use sta- 
tuesque heart,” for instance. 


William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Bishop, Jim 

The Golden Ham: Candid Biography 

Jackie Gleason 
Simon Schuster. May 1956. 
bound $1.00. 
The Golden Ham candid biography great guy, 
Jackie Gleason, fine writer, Jim Bishop. (Both too 
well known elaborate upon.) The book began and 
ended with Gleason agreeing not change anything 
Bishop had written. The result Bishop states: 
“This biography—unless have missed the target en- 
tirely—is complete recitation the great and awful 
things man’s life. has ‘slant,’ either your 
(Gleason’s) favor opposed you. think that the 
life every man balance good and evil, cour- 
age and cowardice, racing toward the stars while 
creeping toward the grave.” 


With good and evil, courage and cowardice finds 
that there are many Gleasons and writes about 
thirteen them, all them adding man with 
king-sized soul and loud conscience. Catholic 
personal life. Or, would wasn’t big enough 


298p. $3.95. Paper- 
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and broad enough contrite and basically sound 
and sincere. Because Jim Bishop pulls punches 
get picture the theater’s roaring boy, high, wide 
and handsome, with all stops open; also get the 
other side, when all the stops are toned down the 
whisper prayer silent probing: the worry-willy 
who knows should headed toward the heavenly 
city and doesn’t know how he’s ever going make it. 


Nobody’s gonna like Gleason after reading this book— 
they’re gonna love him. And when they finish the 
book they are going think sitting down and writ- 
ing him letter. Most won’t really write though, 
and tell him what told stagehand after show: 
was thinking your problem while was out there, 
and think have the answer.” 

Jim Bishop does magnificent job. doesn’t Berle 
him banana oil, make him “lucky” nor Hopeful. 
Neither does make him scarecrow comic dressed 
yesterday’s tattered jokes and something for the 
birds. sees him “the greatest,” high the heap. 
But also sees him living, breathing, thinking human 
being and wants see him that way also. 
gives him the first class treatment gave Lincoln and 
Booth—the fine detail, the mind probing, the soul 
searching—he looks him from every possible angle. 
The writing almost clinical detail and just re- 
vealing. The result good book anyway you want 
look it. 

James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Cohn, David The Fabulous Democrats 


History the Democratic Party Text and Pictures. 
Foreword the Honorable Sam Rayburn. Putnam. May 
192p. $5.95. 

Arriving time for the current national political cam- 
paign short, lively, and very fascinating appraisal 
the Democratic Party. Although not primarily in- 
tended campaign handbook, (price its main 
deterrent), this little volume extols the virtues the 
Democratic Party and its national standard 
more than adequately proves Speaker Reyburn’s pre- 
mise that the Democratic Party more than political 
essential part the American Idea.” 
showing that the Democratic Party dedicated 
equal rights for all and special privileges for none, 
author Cohn gives his readers kaleidoscopic view 
Democratic political history from Jefferson Stevenson. 


Laudatory its presentation, the book does not permit 
the Party come out unscatched. Andrew Jackson, 
its first log-cabin candidate, felt that ought 
President and was not too clear the issues the 


day. Mudslinging, “the last refuge the mentally 


potent and the intellectually bankrupt,” well 
patronage made the 1852 campaign interesting. The 
platform 1864 ranged from the “weak the 
lous.” 1880, was kind high wind Jamaica 
document.” 


dine more charitable vein the Democratic cam- 
paign 1952 was “notably free demagoguery, 
peals prejudice, promises pie the sky.” The 


Stevenson speeches were free the “base metal 


The Democratic Party was pictured 
purer than probationer angels and said 
were guilty what evangelists called ‘sins 
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often pawned off political campaigns for sound 
coin the realm.” 


goes without saying that the opposition roundly 
castigated. Henry Harrison, the Whig nomi- 
nee 1836 and 1840 seemed uniquely qualified for 
the Presidency since had any political opinions, 
they were “as hazy Indian summer dawn.” 
Calvin Coolidge’s inaugural address was the “first ever 
broadcast radio and that was its sole distinction. 
aired his piggy bank mentality came out 
for economy and reduced taxes, and told everybody 
what they already knew; that the government 
would play possum for the next four years.” These 
are but few the many satirical barbs. 


Probably the only weaknesses this missive are its 
brevity and failure treat certain contemporary con- 
troversies within the Democratic Party. Portraits 
great Democratic leaders and appropriate political car- 


toons justify its price. 
Timothy Scully, 
University Scranton 


TWO FROM THE CRYSTAL BALL 


Editors Fortune The Fabulous Future 
Dutton. Mar. 206p. $3.50. 

The chapters this book first appeared Fortune 
magazine during 1955. The editors Fortune have 
added short introduction and presented now more 
permanent form these appraisals, prophecies and warn- 
ings eleven men who have peered into the next 
years. The authors etch for America 1980 
seen from different points view. good cross sec- 
tion society tapped—the business and industrial 
world, labor, science, law, finance, government, and 
extent religion. All the chapters have some- 
thing thought-provoking say but perhaps the best 
are the chapters John von Neumann, “Can 
Survive Technology,” George Meany, “What Labor 
Means More,” Adlai Stevenson. Faith Demo- 
cratic Capitalism,” and Henry Luce’s concluding chap- 
ter, “Speculation About A.D. 1980.” fact, this 
reviewer’s opinion, the book would worth its price 
just for Luce’s profound inquiry into the measureless 
future that measureless force: the human spirit. 


The final chapter Luce synthesizes the disparate 
speculations the other chapters and may profitably 
read first. Luce sees man’s dignity lie his free- 
will, the force whereby orients evolution spir- 
itual thus become collaborator with 
God and co-operator with his fellow-men. The 
Spirit God work not only each individual 
spirit “but also through the generations men and 
tradition and the moral laws slowly apprehended and 
the beloved community and the Church.” 


Such ideas suggest depth and breadth thinking 
that perhaps have not realized was our midst. 
any rate, this book recommended all, for all 
need desperately think deeply the topics 


treated. 
Edward Sponga, 
Department Philosophy, 


University Scranton 


Cohn, Victor 1999: Our Hopeful Future 
Doubleday. Apr. 205p. $3.75. 

Engineering and technology could spend hundreds 
years developing utilitarianisms from currently known 
scientific principle. scientific research constantly 
accelerating the rate addition knowledge the 
possible future progress technological engineering 
almost unenvisionable. Suffice say that our 
Western culture are germinating the seeds way 
life that could almost laborless its development 
automation. this book, Mr. Cohn casts jour- 
nalistic bird’s-eye look over possible technological prog- 
ress during the next half-century and the ways which 
may affect our lives. Power, materials, housing, 
weather control, food, medicine, machines and space 
travel are among the topics upon which prognosti- 
cates from the basis current knowledge. This 
scholarly work but merely superficial quickie based 
reportorial visits scientific and industrial labora- 
tories. One cannot help but feel that Mr. Cohn 
over-optimistic, especially regarding the problems 
economic distribution, but paints pretty picture 
some the things that could happen John and 
Emily Future. Save for one point—recommendation 
contraception hold down population—the book 
suitable but deserves high recommendation. 


Cutolo, Salvatore 
(with Arthur and Barbara Gelb) 

Bellevue Home 
Doubleday. May 317p. $4.00. 


contrast our great modern University-Medical 
centers, built with enormous endowments and state and 
federal grants, and equally contrast with the lavish 
Veterans’ Hospitals the past dozen years, many 
our great municipal hospitals had modest beginnings 
and were usually started either for the mentally ill 
the indigent. 


March 31, 1736, (220 years ago), six-bed in- 
firmary was opened New York City. Today 
3000-bed hospital called Bellevue and known medi- 
cal circles all over the world. Dr. Cutolo, Deputy 
Medical Superintendent, and associated with Bellevue 
for years, tells the story its growth and its work 
with the ardent enthusiasm one who has devoted 
his entire professional life selflessly its countless daily 
challenges. 


Bellevue Hospital affiliated with four Medical 
Schools. This insures the highest quality medical 
care and also teaching program for interns and resi- 
dents, which makes Bellevue attractive that young 
men and women physicians come from all parts the 
globe for training. 


Dr. Cutolo tells many stories concerning catastrophes 
which Bellevue has handled, such the burning the 
French luxury liner, Normandie, the plane that hit the 
Empire State Building, and other stories general in- 
terest. also describes some detail many the 
different departments, especially the psychiatric and the 
surgical departments Bellevue. 


This book has been published abridged form 
The Saturday Evening Post serialized form through 
several weeks during the past year with many illustra- 


Dinneen Balchin Lord 


tive photographs. The book itself should interest 
the medical and allied professions, and the medi- 
cally interested public well. 
Michael O’Brien, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Dinneen, Joseph Underworld, U.S.A. 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Apr. 20, 1956. 238p. $3.75. 


The author this book has been crime reporter for 
over twenty-five years. has gained national repu- 
tation the basis his writings. Among other 
achievements, his “fictional” story, based the Brink 
case, was many readers the first authentic explana- 
tion this notorious crime. The present book has 
been purchased for film use Hollywood. 


essence, this another true-life story presented 
fictional garb. Three themes predominate this grip- 
ping tale: the birth and growth crime syndicate, 
headed Earl Connors; the rise and fall Fingers 
Tolland, criminal independent the syndicate; 
and the relationship both with the forces law and 
order the metropolis studied. 
The syndicate arose the Prohibition era. repeal 
neared, Earl Connors sold his holdings and branched 
into gambling. was “respectable” criminal, 
befitted the staid city which had his residence. 
avoided crimes violence, labor racketeering, and 
similar sticky enterprises. result, was generally 
considered honored citizen and tremendous power 
the political world. 
Fingers Tooland was profession pickpocket, but 
supplemented his earnings with burglary and occasional 
armed robbery. accident, his gang stumbled 
“big haul” over $750,000. But the robbery was not 
planned and Fingers and gang met their inglorious 
end. 
the midst all this, the police, courts, 
cians played ambivalent role. They protected some 
criminals and prosecuted others. Clever lawyers de- 
feated many efforts prosecution got light sentences 
“country-club” prisons for their clients. 
All this told style that delight read. 
gripping the finest novel, yet appears factual 
the author’s articles the Boston Globe. The au- 
thor preaches sermons. leaves the reader with 
new understanding the twisted ties between crime 
and politics. Any student public affairs will wiser 
and richer from reading this book. 

John Cronin, S.S., 

Washington, 


Balchin, Nigel The Fall Sparrow 
Rinehart. Mar. 1956. 316p. $3.75. 

The Fall Sparrow the story man who didn’t 
quite measure life. Since this sense failure 
present greater less extent nearly everyone, 
the theme compels attention, and find ourselves 
reading character analysis with much suspense and 
curiosity were mystery thriller. develop 
great sympathy and understanding the main char- 
acter blunders his way through life his fall. 
reader can finish the book without enlarged 
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compassion for all his fellow men, especially the misfit 
and weakling. indirect way the book diffuses 
Christian charity, but there curiously little mention 
religion it; perhaps humanitarianism more ac- 
curately its burden. 

detail the plot would serve point, but general, 
the setting England, more less London, from the 
1920’s the present. Jason Pellew, the “sparrow,” 
fully described from his childhood, through boarding 
school, Oxford, various jobs, war experiences, and 
afterwards his final failure. fall nothing 
spectacular, but shameful embezzling various 
friends’ funds, for which sentenced year 
Yet with the background his whole life story, 
are left with the sense that this prison sentence 
the end what might have been happy successful 
life. The author sets out find out why such ignominy 
should end the career Oxford man good family. 
really dealing with the problem evil, though 
never adverts it. His answers are heavily influ- 
enced modern psychology, though cannot 
classified any school. Toward religion seems 
have blind spot; one might expect some consideration 
it, but there none. anything the end, feel 
that Jason was inevitably bound, predestined, his 
fall. may have very old idea very modern 


dress. 
Fr. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm Priory, 
Washington, 


Lord, Daniel A., S.J. 


Hanover House, Loyola University Press. 
398p. $4.00. 

the wonderful preface his autobiography, Father 
Lord plays with the titles tried and rejected. “Happy, 
Happy Days,” “By Way Explanation,” “Kind Friends 
and Gentle Readers,” “Worth Telling?” and goodly 
number other possibles such Ado About 
Nothing,” come for amusing consideration. Amid 
the pleasantry however, there lurks the man’s hidden 
humility. Dan Lord was humble man without being 
abject, and could talk for hours, does the 
book, without being conceited. Such healthy balance 
prevails his writing that the reader would hardly 
know the Scylla the egocentric and the Charybdis 
the falsely humble had been happily traversed 
peace. 

With the same easy informality that characterizes the 
thirty adult books, forty-eight children’s books, three 
hundred pamphlets and twelve booklets, twenty-five 
plays, twelve pageants, three musicals, and the endless 
letters wrote, Father Lord tells his story. does 
epistolary form, fitting thing since brings him 
personally close the reader with closeness that 


Played Ear 
Mar. 1956. 


marked his every relationship with his 


True, loved adolescents few men our 
tion have loved them. spent himself for them 
because them saw the future generations 
American sons and daughters the Blessed Mother. 


looked life terms promise and what could 
more promising than the does not speak 
his early youth and family life directly. Instead 


writes chapter would letter and entitles 
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“To Young Father and Mother.” his memories 
his mother and father and the life within the Lord 
household assume unexpected proportions. They rise 
from memory reflective maturity and suddenly one 
knows not only Father Lord’s experience, but also the 
moral principle and ideal behind it. biography 
autobiography has any meaning all, would seem 
lie this, that any man’s experience can profit us. 
When the man Father Dan Lord, can then be- 
come consolation and fountainhead strength. 
Perhaps that why Played Ear was written the 
request his friends. They, perhaps more than he, 
were aware what the communication his experi- 
ence would mean the world, Catholic and non- 
Catholic alike. When received the definitive word 
that his cancer could not checked, typically 
thanked God for the time allotted him prepare for 
death—and then went back his typewriter. 

wanted call his autobiography “Don’t Budge,” 
because never would have written “had not 
been for the kind nudging friends.” Those 
who knew Father Lord will always thank God for the 
friends that prevailed upon him summarize per- 
sonal terms the meaning life. Perhaps the phrase 
“meaning life” little too high-flown. Certainly 
Father Lord would have been the first protest against 
However, there can denying that the theme 
Played Ear the theme life and its meaning. 
The harmony might his own embellishment, 
himself suggests, but “the melody would completely 
true.” 

The story Father Lord’s education reflects the wis- 
dom his thinking what makes young people tick. 
The tale his life and growth the Society Jesus 
contains frank and humorous account what 
means Jesuit. His work with nuns, with young- 
sters, with writers, with the Sodality, all that tells 
culminates the grand conclusion that applies 
the era which lived: glad that have 
known it. would not willingly have missed for 
anything.” 

One the titles passed over Father Lord seeking 
name for his book was “With Gratitude God.” 
Perhaps this the keynote his life. was glad 
alive. communicated that gladness. loved 
people and music and song and saw all reflection 
the Creator people and Author music and 
song. There hardly page which the heart the 
man not saying gladsome “Thank you” God 
for Whom lived and Whom loved all per- 
sons, places and things. 

Everyone should read Played Ear. will introduce 
you the healthiest, most normal, most spiritual, most 
wonderful human being our times. will make 
you glad lived your day. will make you glad 


you are alive. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University 


New York, New York 


Bruce, Robert and the Tools War 
Bobbs-Merrill. Apr. 368p. $5.00. 


The title this book might better have been Lincoln 
and the Inventors; for the author introduces the reader 


Bruce Monaghan 


more forgotten gadgeteers than one dares enumerate 
here. the Civil War progressed, inventors seemed 
have moved heaven and earth order get 
Lincoln. Each had gun bomb suggestion 
that would, they thought, end the War. They brought 
their guns Lincoln and, assassination had been 
their minds, would have been easy target for 
rarely “brushed off” any them. thought 
new gun had merit, would order test the 
Treasury grounds. Rarely, according Bruce, were 
such tests successful. When, rarely, one was succesful, 
Lincoln ordered adopted the government. 


Mr. Bruce has here explored phase the Civil War 
which has been much neglected. introduces 
General James Ripley, chief Army Ordnance, 
who seemed allergic anything new. Ripley 
ran his office tangle red tape and hidebound 
protocol. The Navy was more fortunate. Its leading 
ordnance expert was Captain John Dahlgren and 
and Lincoln became close friends. Suggested im- 
provements for the Navy were given every consider- 
ation. 


Lincoln adopted Mills’ “coffee-mill gun” for the 
Army. was the antecedent the machine-gun, and 
few these prototypes saw service. Had production 
been speeded up, the War might well have been 
shortened. But Ripley hated anything new, especially 
one weapon cost over $1000.00. Gun experts will 
also enjoy the account the fight over the adoption 
breech-loading rifles. Ripley preferred the old muzzle- 
loaders; the soldiers wanted the Spencer breech-loaders. 
The feud between the two gun schools helped 
lengthen the War. 


For the historian who enjoys guns and ammunition, 
this the best book the subject outside the Patent 
Office Records. Bruce has done marvelous job 
research and has, moreover, kept away from technical 
and introduces each inventor amiable 
character who sincerely felt his invention would end 
the War. The book adequately documented and 
should prove special boon for the military technician. 


Frank Brown, 
Chairman, Department History, 
University Scranton 


Monaghan, Jay Man Who Elected Lincoln 
Bobbs-Merrill. Apr. 23, 1956. 334p. $4.50. 


the preface this pleasurable volume the reader 
told that “the author this book does not intend 
special pleader for Charles Ray and his fellows 
their fight for human freedom. The facts must speak 
for themselves.” Mr. Monaghan, the author also 
Diplomat Carpet Slippers and Civil War the 
Western Border has done very commendable job 
fulfilling the pledge given his preface; but like all 
humans has failed here and there. This reviewer 
was not impressed particularly with the title the 
book, seems more for salesmanship than for scholar- 
ship. Perhaps would have been much closer the 
reality the making Lincoln the work could have 
been called “the man who chose Lincoln,” since Lin- 
coln was obviously elected Tom, Dick and Harry 
living north the Potomac River 1860. 


Charles Henry Ray (1820-1870) the subject this fine 


bit Lincolniana was doctor, newspaperman, editor- 
in-chief and co-owner the Chicago Tribune, aboli- 
tionist, crusader and political analyst. If, some 
historians (the reviewer among others) contend, that 
the Civil War must evaluated the manpower 
and resources what was then “our western reaches,” 
Dr. Ray was truly both exemplar its spirit rid 
the whole nation the infamous slavocracy and 
practical, down-to-earth frontiersman, who clearly saw 
“rough lawyer from Illinois, Lincoln,” the champion 
who would ride East Washington, President 
the divided union and reunite the sundered common- 
wealth the power the newly created Republican 
party, via military victory and Emancipation always 
malice toward none, charity toward all.” This 
the theme Mr. Monaghan’s book. 


Dr. Ray’s choosing Lincoln lead the crusade 
against slavery, the chapters incidents which strong- 
support the central thesis concern themselves with 
what called the “Freeport Doctrine” enunciated 
Lincoln Freeport, Illinois, August 27, 1858, during 
his debates with Senator Douglass. Secondly, the part 
played Dr. Ray the nominating convention 
the Republicans Chicago, and, finally, the use 
made the Tribune’s pages during 1862 really force 
the great issue what Ray called “the 
New Year’s Gift Humanity—A Nation Born 
Day” January 1863. Ray, too, had his faults, 
moral and There can excuse his 
using anti-Catholicism boost the Tribune’s circula- 
tion, his short-sightedness believing “all this talk 
secession was pure bosh,” little realizing (he seems 
quite superficial most the time) that those horrible 
men down south would sacrifice their property and 
lives for the “lost cause” which Ray thought was 
“wicked.” 


This volume Mr. Monaghan worth reading—it’s 
popular, it’s pithy, it’s picturesque. the wave 
interest and enthusiasm for all works about the Civil 
War, may well reach the first ten the “best sellers.” 
Above all else most certainly makes the major par- 
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ticipants this fascinating era vivid and alive and 
places Charles Henry Ray niche where Mr. Monag- 
han believes belongs. 


Berkeley Kines, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Macneil, Neil and Harold Metz 
The Hoover Report, 1953-1955 
Macmillan. Apr. 24, 1956. 344p. $6.00. 


exaggeration say that the nation owes 
incalcuable debt former President Herbert Hoover 
for his great leadership, industry, organizational ability 
and political counsel Chairman the two Hoover 
Commissions. 


The first Hoover Commission was established Con- 
gress July, 1947, with bipartisan membership 
twelve. was empowered study and investigate 
any and all phases the executive branch and suggest 
recommendations. The first Commission was not con- 
cerned with substantive matter fields policy. 


According the authors the Commission made 273 
recommendations Congress. The latest box score 
shows that 72% have been implemented administra- 
tive action legislation. 


The second Hoover Commission, monumental the 
first, was not only constituted slightly different but its 
powers exceeded those the first Commission. The 
second Commission was not, the first had been, 
bipartisan having equal number Democrats and 
Republicans the Commission. The Commission 
could recommend, and did frequently, the elimina- 
tion non-essential services, functions, and activities 
which competed with private enterprise. 
Commission was authorized deal with policy. 


this policy function the Commision which 
creating heated discussion inside and outside the Gov- 
ernment. This power allowed Mr. Hoover step 
the toes important people, suggest scuttling pet 
projects, transfer and amalgamate others, and, gen- 
eral, bring their operations above ground the citizen 
can get good second look. 


The Hoover Report 1953-1955 authored two men 
who had much with the Commission. Mr. 
Macneil was the commission’s editor chief while 
Mr. Metz was chief the commission’s research staff. 


Together they read the Task Force reports—39 them 
totalling some three million words—several times. They 


have reduced these reports into book 100,000 
words that enormously interesting, factual, lucid, 
objective(even concerned only with the majority 
ports) and purposeful telling lesson, for the citizen 
and the taxpayer, “on civil government and educa 
tional value.” 
The United States Government Big—there 
doubt about after reading this book. Factors making 
were the territorial expansion the government, 
its tremendous industrial production and distribution, 
two world wars and, finally, the economic crisis 
big depression. Thus, one consciously made 
Federal Government Big. 
Hoover Commission never mentions anyone 
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fault. solely concerned with the system. And 
finds plenty wrong with the system. 


Among some the things wrong are these: there 
too much power delegated administrative agencies; 
the doctrine the separation powers not scrupu- 
observed; the civilian control over the purse 
tends evaded; civilian control over the govern- 
ment often shaky the face steady but relent- 
less pressure the military for activities which sup- 
ports labeling them “necessary for national defence 
the government undermining the free enterprise sys- 
tem itself entering commercial-type businesses; and, 
lastly, dollar-wise terms economic (cost) 
efficiency, compared with private industry, there 
vast and deeply embedded practice waste. 


The Hoover Report deserves the widest circulation and 
the authors considerable praise for making the original 
reports manageable digest form. 


Dr. Joseph Menez, 
Department Political Science, 
Loyola University, 

Chicago, 


Smith, Bradford Yankees Paradise 
Lippincott. Apr. 28, 1956. 376p. $5.00. 

March 11, 1820, seven young married couples 
landed Hawaii. They had left Boston 159 days 
before and had been sent christianize the pagans 
these lonely islands the Pacific the Congregational 
Church. Eleven similar groups followed within the 
next few years making total approximately 150 
men and women. 


complete history this mission field, the largest 
the Protestant world that time, would have required 
several volumes and would have had little appeal 
the general reader. the author, Bradford Smith, has 
wisely devoted most his attention the pioneers 


1820. 


describes the means which they gained the 
good-will the king and the leading families, how they 
“struggled with language whose grammar had never 
been described and for which writing existed,” and 
the methods they used persuading the natives 
abandon their idolatry, taboos, supersititions, and espe- 
cially their sexual abuses and the common practice 
interchanging wives and husbands. Within few years 
these islands were dotted with churches; religious 
schools were established many places; the whole 
the Bible was translated into Hawaiian and became the 
most popular all books. There were course dis- 
couraging set-backs and often the converts returned 
their former vices. These relapses were due many 
instances the low moral standard the sailors and 
traders who arrived there increasingly large numbers 
throughout the nineteenth century. 


Smith frankly admires these missionaries for their 


high spiritual ideals and for the sacrifices they made 
living among primitive people, but mere 
calls attention their human frailties, 
the disputes that they had among themselves and 
with their superiors America. his contention 
that they should have adapted themselves more readily 


the harmless customs the natives instead trying 
transplant their New England culture environ- 
ment for which was obviously unsuited. 


Mr. Smith writes very pleasing and readable style. 
has made worth-while contribution the history 
the Christian missions the last century. And, 
finally, his book contains mine information about 
Hawaii that officially petitioned Congress, early 
1852, admitted one the states the Union. 


Stephen McKenna, 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Brown, Joe David Kings Forth 


Morrow. Apr. 256p. $3.50. 

Beneath hard, war-novel exterior, Kings Forth 
really old-fashioned, love-story. The 
setting Europe during World War and good deal 
the action has with war, but the author’s in- 
terest love its most romantic. 


The novel’s narrator-hero Lieutenant Sam Loggins, 
artillery-liaison officer airborne infanty outfit. 
Aside from his military identity, Sam familiar hero: 
poor but honest, rough, inarticulate, but truly sensitive 
and fine. Sergeant Britt Harris, Sam’s right hand man, 
the villain. rich, handsome, irresistible 
women, and cad. The nature the campaign 
southern France allows the boys spend week-ends 
Nice, where they meet beautiful, wealthy, innocent 
Monique. Following standard procedure, Sam falls 
love with Monique but easily displaced his suave 
and despicable friend. Harris breaks Monique’s heart, 
Monique takes her own life shame and despair, and 
Sam, frenzy grief and hatred, dedicates himself 
revenging her death. 

This woman’s magazine romance, full melodrama 
and hokum, but unusual and skillful presen- 
tation that almost forgive its foolishness idea. 
Mr. Brown’s sentiments have been derived from 
Kathleen Norris, his manner writing has been shaped 
Ernest Hemingway. His style vigorous and crisp, 
and his narrative pace compellingly swift. the 
treatment battle and soldiering generally, vivid 
and expert the use technical language and realistic 
detail. Finally, his book displays impressively firm 
and balanced organization. 

Kings Forth may objected several counts: 
its romantic posturing and heroics, its adolescent no- 
tions love and marriage, its glamorizing the hero’s 
hatred and desire for revenge. But with all its romantic 
blather and incredible melodramatics, undeniably 
exciting and absorbing novel. its own terms— 
thrills, chills and many-splendored love—Kings 
Forth surely success. 

Horchler, 


St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Fleishman, Theo. Double Exposure 
Vanguard. Apr. 19,1956. 249p. $3.50. 


the beginning this delightful story, Florentin 
Passavant, kind Gallic Bridey Murphy, wizened, 
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Bonner Ketcham Fairbairn 


henpecked, little fellow who exists dreadful rut 
which runs from his drab apartment the Ministry 
where works and back again the apartment. 
Once home confronted his elephantine wife, 
Urbanie, nightly soup, and her inevitable, “That’s good 
soup, eh?” His equally inevitable (and expected) reply 
is, “That’s really good soup!” Before the novel ends, 
free his shrewish wife, comfortably ensconsed 


his own Chateau Pinsonnet, and living the life 


country gentleman. 


But between these two extremes, much occurs Flor- 
entin Passavant and all wittily presented, for 
Theo. Fleishman has concocted droll and delightful 
divertissement this reviewer has read many 


years. 


But get with “Floflo” Passavant’s varied activi- 
ties—it all starts when inordinately attracted 
dusty portrait sees the depths shop window. 
the attraction grows (he finds himself irresistibly 
drawn each lunch hour) decides must 
possess the portrait. This not easy, for his wife keeps 
close tab the family finances. But, after bit 
chicanery, including feigned robbery, purchases 
the painting, installs garret room, and, after 
some devious research, discovers the painting 
that Valmorin—a military rival and the man who 
wounded him duel—for himself General 
Baron Taillard, hero the Napoleonic Wars. 


Now Florentin Passavant finds himself alternately the 
meek clerk the Ministry and even meeker husband 
home and the volatile, vivacious military man, con- 
fidant Napoleon, the midst Waterloo and the 
sacking Moscow. 


This latter exploit proves especially provident, for dur- 
ing his “recollections” recalls fabulous icon 
Ivan the Terrible which traces through the retreat 
from Moscow the possession curate church 
near Waterloo. necessary for him leave Paris 
and take residence Brussels; this manages 
bit more than half the family 
savings. has already lost his position the Minis- 
try and living off his separation pay concealing all, 


After much frustration, rediscovers the fabled icon 
concealed behind inferior painting the Virgin. 
His problem now turn into cash. promptly 
does selling (again with misgivings since has 
the General Baron’s resoluteness only part the time) 
antiquarian for 105,000,000 francs, sum which 
sets his head whirling. Banking most the money, 
purchases the chateau, refurbishes Empire 
Grandeur, and promptly begins slip back into the 
“present.” yes, out loyalty Urbanie 
arranges for her receive 7,000,000 francs. Upon 
hearing the news, she promptly drops dead. 


But Florentin Passavant not enjoy his new life for 
long. Weak ever, unable even hold aloft the 
Empire sword surrounds himself with, catches 
cold. lies dying the vicar says him softly, 
“Your soul immortal!” course, an- 
swers, “I’m well aware that.” 


There much urbane wit evidence Double Ex- 


posure. 

noon, the long train trip, the evening with book. 
Matthew O’Rourke, 
Department English, 
University Scranton 


Bonner, Paul Hyde With Both Eyes Open 
Scribners. Apr. 23,1956. 117p. $2.75. 

Fortunately for them, readers may choose the books 
they read. The reviewer, however, must read what 
sent him. Which is, frankly, roundabout way 
saying that some books contribute not thing more 
less the reading public than merely glut already 
over-glutted book-mart. Pardon me, Mr. Paul Hyde 
Bonner, should venture that had you never written 
With Both Eyes Open, not soul all the wide world 
would have suffered the least loss. 


this book then bad book? Heaven forfend, no! 
Emphatically, no! just book, novel. That 
all. The story line, thinner than skimmed 
Two the comparatively few characters are good: 
those Ladt and Anthony 
The suspense—if such be—is maintained above 
desserts and the end will come the reader with both 
eyes closed, fear. The high point the tale—it 
mere 117 pages short—is neatly done, love 
evidencing insight, skill and discipline the author’ 
part. 


The jacket pictures lovely bit Scotland, where mos 
the story located; and the blurb-summary give 
most that story. you can lay hold cast-of 
jacket, snatch and read hurriedly. You wil 
have had it, all. Plus this: having saved three 
hours precious time and two-hundred and seventy 
five cents dwindling cash value. Ax-man, lay 
here, please; for die for fewer and better novels. 


Matthew Meighan, 


New York, New York 

Ketcham, Hank Wanted: Dennis the 
Holt. May unpaged. $1.00. 


The only annoying thing about this collection 
(according our count), cartoons featuring the child 
star Dennis, complete with cowlick 
eyes, bold and blundersome and rascally little delight 
the failure the publisher (or the cartoonist) 
number the pages. Why should have thumb 
ing through the whole bundle order show some 
one the one that made laugh near bustin’ gusse! 
could remember say: “Wait till you see 
page forty-one, fifty-seven, eleven, what 
ever.” The nice thing about this that you can lod 
several times and find some the frames 
you gurgling afresh. 


Simon Schuster. Apr. 153p. $3.00. 
bitter sweet story seventeen-year-old cabin 
romantic adventure with 
girl Cannes, when the “season” was ended, thi 
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novel Douglas Fairbairn has the bright-eyed 
restraint and charm rare young authors. George Fox 
himself orphan from America, employed cabin 
boy wealthy Mr. Lauderdale’s yacht. Christiane, 
after her painter father’s death had been brought 
Cannes her aunt, Brigitte, who ran small ill- 
patronized cafe side street. The boy tries gallantly 
rescue Christiane from the future being prepared 
for her her aunt, planning take her America 
the yacht. That the innocent adventure ends 
does proves Foxie that man’s world. The 
background the Cannes waterfront expertly, 
sparely sketched. The short novel should make pleas- 
ant summer reading for adults. 


Hodeir, Andre Jazz: Its Evolution and Essence 
Grove Press. Apr. 19, 1956. 295p. $3.50. 


The French seem take Jazz more seriously, more 
enthusiastically, than Americans do. Hodeir 
following compatriots who have studied Jazz critically 
and almost clinically with much interest as, other 
fields others his contemporary compatriots have 
studied the films art medium and the various 
“schools” painting and sculpture. That the virtu- 
osity the real jazz artist deserves such serious study 
seems just and beyond cavil. The present study, trans- 
lated effortlessly David Noakes, for those who 
know music well enough appreciate the finesse and 
the freedom the real jazz artist, those whose musi- 
cianship represents skill which results improvisa- 
tions themes and rhythms masterly 
manner those Bach Mozart. Although this 
book will most appreciated musicians students 
music, illuminating and instructive. Moreover, 
such studies this give dignity jazz musical 
phenomenon which many its devotees will welcome, 
and which merits consideration those inclined 
scoff vulgarism. Libraries might well find 
place for the music shelves. 


Barrows, Marjorie (compiler) 
1000 Beautiful Things 
Hawthorn. May 456p. $3.95. 
Morris, Audrey Stone (compiler) 
1000 Inspirational Things 
Hawthorn. May 1956. 435p. $3.95. 
Graham, Hugh (compiler) 
1000 American Things 
Hawthorn. May 493p. $3.95. 
Grigson, Geoffrey, and Charles Gibbs-Smith 
People 
Hawthorn. May 11, 1956. 469p. $10.00. 
With graduation ceremonies the near offing and the 
prevalence graduation gifts, Hawthorn Press sup- 
plying attractive and not invaluable suggestion 
those who desire memorialize the event for sons and 
daughters relatives friends. Any one these 
ort-books anthologies should lasting and inspir- 


gift for the boy girl graduate, high school 


college age. With what seems phenomenally inde- 


choice, the compilers each the “1000 


have avoided duplication their selection 
snippets and culls from the works poets and prose 


Hodeir Barrows Morris Graham Grigson Sheppard Hutchison 


authors. All three are attractively bound the same 
design, and are printed outsize format, with the 
prose double colmn, the poetry full page. And 
all three are well indexed for reference title and 
author. will pleasant browse through any one 
the three. 


The fourth volume, volume People: the good, 
bad, great, and eccentric,” kind biographical 
encyclopedia which arranged alphabetically with 
pithy and just comments the lives many famous 
and little known personalities the past. printed 
double-column and fortified with generous collec- 
tion illustrations, some color, the others black- 
and-white. The book something companion 
piece the publishers’ previous book, Places. This 
makes somewhat more expensive but nonetheless 
attractive and practical gift edition. should prove 
good book for the family library. 


Sheppard, William and Fritz Blocki 
Out Darkness 
Fell. May 14, 1956. 281p. $3.95. 


This book not another the “how overcame 
man, who lost nearly all his eyesight the age eight 
and, years later, had his sight restored new 
corneas from the eye bank. 


The book largely concerned with the years between 
which take the author through the 1929 depression; 
various jobs, selling papers, teaching dancing; WPA 
work New York City Recreation Project; studying 
Swedish Massage School and work that field; 
wooing girl, marriage, marriage troubles, advent 
baby; and points east and west. 

word here about the blindness the author. was 
not total blindness, the author could perceive light, 
got around without using cane, himself and sur- 
prisingly well. One evening left his home when 
aroused over the permanent visit one his wife’s 
relatives and went “strange bar” where drank 
copiously but not carefully, knocked man down and 
ended jail. little different from our concept 
the groping blind man. 

This book one the type which becoming com 
mon: the co-author apparently takes the words the 
protagonist and builds them with conversations, 
descriptions, etc. Naturally you wonder what ex- 
tent, although probably doesn’t matter. surely 
adds the interest the book. Mr. Blocki does this 
very well. 

This book will interest those who are wondering about 
the value eye banks and how they work; how people 
are before and after the operation. But, besides this, 
those who like biographies written easy-to-read 
style, will also enjoy this book. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Hutchison, John Faith, Reason, amd Existence 
University Oxford Press, 1956. 306p. $4.50. 


This text-book for college religion courses. 
not Catholic text, for the fruit lecturing 
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Coombs Hansen 


classes where religious pluralism determined the situa- 
tion. Though only text-book, significant work. 
Fifty years ago the only way religion got into the cur- 
riculum the secular college was way the psy- 
chology religion the history comparative reli- 
gions. Twenty years ago edged into the philosophy 
departments naturalistic philosophy religion, 
and such books are still around. John Hutchison, 
ordained Presbyterian and graduate Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, has broken away from those traditions 
and brought the thought the college course 
the advances reached the leading religious thinkers 
our time. The thought Barth, Briinner, Tillich, 
Niebuhr and other moderns, including Maritain and 
Buber, are basic Hutchison’s work. The rationale 
its structure largely due Tillich. 

consequence have ontological approach 
religion. This not merely historical psycho- 
logical description nor empirical philosophy the 
religious phenomenon. The ontology and large 
that Paul Tillich with effective use phenome- 
nology and existentialism. 

For Catholic professors the first chapters explaining the 
methodology the study will extremely useful. 
The distinction between philosophy and science clear- 
explained. The different kinds philosophy rele- 
vant our time: idealism, rationalism, phenomenology 
and logical positivism, are succinctly proposed with 
accuracy commensurate with the scope the work. 


Catholics will also helped because the thought 
current non-Catholic theologians neatly given. The 
religious conception man, the notion revelation, 
reason and faith, God and history, theology and science, 
religion and ethics, have their chapters. This book 
simple but meaty presentation what Tillich calls 
philosophical theology. not natural theology 
according the Thomistic tradition, concerning which 
observations are made. (Perhaps Catholic might feel 
that the position Thomas not thoroughly under- 
stood, though the author sympathetic his con- 
siderations.) 

Although not the natural theology Catholic know, 
natural theology just the same. Faith, the “Bib- 
lical Faith” which much said our time, not 
assent the truth revealed God, but voluntary 
surrender the revealing and ineffable God. The 
Catholic conception faith gently rejected. The 
natural intellect then examines the meaning the 
religious commitment. 

The book very good book. Unfortunately its utility 
for the Catholic classroom will limited. 


Gustave Weigel, 
College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Coombs, Charles Survival the Sky 
Morrow. May 2,1956. 256p. $3.75. 

relatively low altitudes and speeds travel the sky 
considered quite simple and safe, even under emer- 
gency conditions. high altitudes and high speeds, 
however, conditions arise which ordinary low 
tude traveler would not normally consider. Neverthe- 
less, these conditions must considered and prepared 


for men are survive the sky. For example, 
bailing out low speeds and relatively low altitudes 
considered reasonably simple and safe when com- 
pared with bail-out high speeds and high altitudes 
which has been found very hazardous, requiring 
special preparation and procedure for survival. 


This book begins with step step description 
emergency bail-out procedure from F-100 Super Sabre 
traveling 600 miles per hour 42,000 feet. The 
reader taken from surprise tense emergency condi- 
tion through semi-automatic preparation for ejection 
from the aircraft into the high speed slip stream which 
taxes the best human bodies. After leaving the 
abled aircraft the pilot must prepared cope with 
the explosive low pressure air which does not contain 
enough oxygen sustain life. survives the high 
speed air blast upon leaving and prepared with extra 
bottled oxygen and pressure suit keep his body 
from exploding, must face the additional hazard 
freezing death degrees below zero Fahrenheit 
even during warm summer days. 

Not only the problems survival, but also the prob 
lems high speed flight the sky are discussed 
non-technical language bringing out the capabilities 
and limitations the human body coping with these 
problems. Because human physical limitations the 
aircraft must designed with certain modifications 
allow for it. Before super-sonic flight was established 
the sound barrier seemed limit the aircraft speed but 
now that the sound barrier has been overcome the 
craft speed now reaching much more formidable 
barrier, the heat barrier, which imposes limitations not 
only man but also more forcibly aircraft struc 
ture 

The style writing makes this book easy read and 
its generous supply illustrations should help keep 
the interest high level even for the youngest 


readers. 
Andrew Plonsky, 
Department Engineering, 
University Scranton 


CLUE-WORKS 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Hansen, Robert Murder Where You 
Mill-Morrow. Apr. 223p. $2.75. 


the past few months this department has encountered 
the basic gimmick—on which this fairly successful 
tery has been based—at least five times. fairness 
the author won’t reveal here. But predict 
will turn many more plots before the year done 


this variation, triple murder spice—with one 
all proveable. Tim MacCormack the hero. 
tuna fleet owner who receives hurried call 
vestigate shenanigans his company. What find 
mostly dead bodies. 

There’s rather fresh variation the author. Mac 
Cormack constantly informs his friend, the detective 
Lieutenant, about every rational—and 
dent which gets involved. going off his 
own hook; secret hunches. All light! how 
sensible, for change! 
Verdict: Hansen Hansen does! 
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Gardner, Erle Stanley 

Case the Demure Defendant 
Morrow. Apr. 29, 1956. 242p. $2.75. 
Perry Mason’s fiftieth case! His golden anniversary— 
but beneath the gold there’s clanking sound the 
Gardner. soft metal high, rare 
value; rather, solid workday functionality; machined 
the most prolix professional this field. 


Some new ingredients: “confession” under narcosis; 
poison that should have been—but wasn’t; Perry, him- 
self, accused perjury. The old ingredients: damsel 
distress; Perry’s gang; the D.A.; the courtroom climax. 


have spotted Gardner’s technique for stretching 
out novel’s length what usually short story ma- 
Something happens (it may may not have 
meaning the plot structure). Then somehow— 
usually via interrogation—the event recreated that 
another person learns about what happened. He, 
she, turn, has reason describe this same event 
another person. finally —all the events 
have final recapitulation during the courtroom scene. 
Gardner able get four times the plot mileage 
out single incident. And hardly ever does im- 
prove the re-telling! 


Verdict: High compression 


Waugh, Hillary Rich Man, Dead Man 
Doubleday. May 17,1956. 188p. $2.75. 


Although Waugh has written other mysteries this 
our first meeting. This one tough and sordid—need- 
ferently slanted story line, the author doesn’t have his 
Lt. Chavez New York Homicide solve the triple 
murders. Instead has Hemingwayesque character 
loaded with millions the actual ’tec work. Drifting 
and out the oilman’s lovely young wife—whose 
main preoccupation change her clothes for each 
and every variance her daily tasks. Between times 
Herb, the oilman, and Stella, the wife, trade venomous 
darts sarcasm—which makes obvious from the 
very beginning that they are mad for one another. 
takes Herb’s near-death bring them together. Ah, 
the power love! 


Actually, this romance only part rather complex 
but well constructed plot. The only drawback that 
the author seems have inclination for purposeless 
and vulgarity (which add nothing the 
achievement his own creation). Nothing would 
have been had they been deleted. Prudence 
inart admirable virtue cultivate. 


Verdict: major Waugh; secondary skirmish. 


Garve, Andrew The End the Track 
Harper. May 216p. $2.75. 


Peter Mallory, forest warden the south England, 
threatened blackmailer who demands two thou- 
pounds preserve silence secret which 
would wreck the life Mallory’s adopted daughter, 
Anne. Mr. Gill has masqueraded clergyman 
Present his ultimatum and has partner crime 
named Parker. that complete confidence 


Gardner Waugh Garve Alexander Gilbert Bevis Stout 


the police will endanger the secret Anne’s back- 
ground, Mallory tries come terms with the black- 
mailer after first ruse murder and de- 
structive forest-fire, and encounter with the brutal 
Parker place Mallory personal jeopardy. That all 
worked out for the good all expected; but author 
Garve has deceptively quiet way building his sus- 
pense pattern make this better than average de- 
tective tale. 


Alexander, David Die, Little Goose 
Random House. Apr. 29, 1956. 234p. $2.75. 


Bart Hardin, editor the Broadway Times involved 
this tale murder and show business. denizen 
the half-world muggs and racketeers who inhabit 
the side streets Times Square, Bart toughie with 
heart. Especially when his “secretary,” the septua- 
genarian, Jim Lennox, has been accused murder 
didn’t commit. 


has his hands full trying clear the old man. 
And his intense and dedicated search leads him 


some strange and unsavory characters from Jacobs’ 
Beach the Radio City Music Hall. 


Verdict: New York, New York—it’s heck town! 


Gilbert, Anthony And Death Came Too 
Random House. May 1956. 236p. $2.75. 


Ruth Appleyard woman who comes into this new 
Arthur Crook story like Wordsworthian angel— 
trailing clouds death! Wherever she goes she in- 
volved with near and sudden death. Lady Dingle 
can’t possibly believe the nefarious things Frank Hardy 
reveals. But then, the good Lady Dingle runs out 
Arthur Crook rolls in—and the murderer rolls 
out! Story over—after psychological motivation 
nobility and sublimation. 


and languid. 


Noose Emeralds 
May 1956. 223p. $2.50. 


in-and-out performance writer who has taken 
the Chandler-Hammett technique and style for his 
model: tough private eye who irresistible his 
physical appeal, rough the hind side wild boar, 
and sharp new Gillette blade. This one’s name 
Craig and he’s investigating insurance claim for 
robbery necklace emeralds. shags around 
half lower California picking women and dead 


bodies. 


Occasionally there are flashes original talent for 
observations human nature but, the main, this 
pale reflection style which eludes most imita- 
tors this particular genre. 


Bevis, Winter 
Mystery House. 


Verdict: Resistible! 

Stout, Rex Three Witnesses 
Viking. Mar. 1956. 185p. $2.75. 


The indefatigable Nero Wolfe and his free-wheeling 


amanuensis Archie Goodwin solve three murder prob- 
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Graystone O’Connor Newman Griffin 


lems many novelettes collected between these 
covers. All three appeared magazine print previous- 
All three are ingeniously enough presented make 
while-away reading; even when you are aware that 
there formula being followed, the writing bright 
enough distract you. 


Verdict: Three kind good hand. 


Graystone, Geoffrey, 

The Dead Sea Scroll and the Originality 

Christ 
Sheed Ward. Apr. 25,1956. 117p. $2.50. 
This book incorporates articles written for the Irish 
Theological Quarterly. Father Graystone writes brief 
history the findings the Scrolls; summarizes the 
doctrinal content the scrolls, and shows the link with 
Old Testament doctrines and contemporary documents. 
also describes the objectives and discipline the 
sect which occupied the Qumran monastery and stored 
away the recently discovered manuscripts. The author’s 
main concern compare the doctrines and sectarian 
discipline the Scrolls with certain doctrines and prac- 
tices primitive Christianity;some 500 points simi- 
larity have been emphasized scholars who long 
categorize Jesus Essenian sectary. Father Gray- 
stone notes carefully that similarity does not argue de- 
pendence nor intimate connections. addition, Chris- 
tianity has gone far beyond the Scrolls spirit and 
doctrine. 


This book simply written and logically ordered. 
the average aducated reader will get sufficient infor- 
mation and guidance field scholarship which 
one the most exciting things our times. However, 
antidote the charming study done Edmund 
Wilson, this book not quite easy take. 


William Herlihy, 
University Scranton 


O’Connor, Daniel Catholic Social Doctrine 
Newman. 1956. 204p. $3.00. 


Rather work social ethics than the principles 
Sociology, this book will not satisfy all sociologists. 
Since the author has sought embrace the world-wide 
situation, there may sections, especially those dealing 
with income, food, and shelter, which have ethical 
but not personal meaning the American reader. 
Nevertheless, excellent reference work Cath- 
olic social principles. 


Newman, Jeremiah Co-Responsibility Industry 
Newman. 1956. 187p. $4.00. 

The author, professor Sociology St. Patrick’s 
College, Maynooth (Ireland), sets out show that 
co-responsibility industry “provides the most effective 
means for the development the human personality 
the worker.” American readers will have substi- 
tute the words “employee participation” understand 
the purpose this work. There section devoted 
social principles and discussion co-management 
legislation Germany, Belgium, Ireland, and The 
Netherlands. addition there section devoted 


May 

industry councils the The total effect that man 
highly informative and provocative study, hunger 
mended for students industrial relations. man 
John Baldi, the 


Chairman, Department Social fear 


University Scranton There 

Griffin, John Howard 
Houghton, Mifflin. May 15, 1956. 310p. $3.75. 


Professor John Harper had visited his brother appear 
Philippines. While returning the United 
aboard trans-Pacific airliner, hears 
roar, loses consciousness, and eventually awakens 
barren coral reef. Apparently the only 
the crash. this reef, called Nuni, 
ered young native boy and Harper soon 
duced into the life group primitive savages. 
learns their language and gradually learns their 
toms. becomes fond many the children 
tribe, especially young girl named Ririkinger. Hel 
learns that she must tattooed and that such 
frequently kills children Nuni. Harper refuses 
arouses the anger the old sorceress, Rauka, who 
trols the ultimate power the tribe. Rauka 
Ririkinger away and carries the child her hut order 
perform the cutting. Harper, however, pursues 
witch and kills her accidentally scuffle. 


This novel very slow-moving; however, such the 
ment not intended censure. The story Washing 
sounding-board for Griffin’s reflections and 
tions. introspective the most ruminative destined 
ner possible. this reader this novel most Astor 
scent Wind, Sand and Stars Antoine coast 
Exupéry. There present the same type first, 
pondering every event and the same probing into Company 


Griffin concerned with the reactions ceedingly 
tives whose manner life alien modern the 
finds curious customs among these savages. 
marry, for instance, without any desire so. int 
consider the act mating evil but necessary exciting 
children. They have been conditioned regard 


wicked that they find completely repulsive. 
also taboo for any adult seen performing 
ordinary toilet functions. They regard life 

type death and exhibit practically love Asimov, 
ment for each other. Griffin, course, indicts 
attitudes and others similar nature. finds Paul 
society wanting not only because the lack love 
also because the primitive completely absorbed Fourth 
Elemental Nature that has forgotten the establishec 
his spiritual being. 


But not this also true twentieth century Martian 


Griffin feels that the modern man has become 
pletely absorbed Mechanized Nature that he, 
has forgotten the necessities his spiritual being. two 
the savage and the modern man have had the with living 
balance dualism their natures destroyed. 
only hope for the human race love. Man must abo 
his “angel-hungers and animal-hungers” and 


May 15, 1956 


hungers” man. The two must combine, sustaining 
man 
the end the story Rauka defeated. Evil and 
fear give way Sunday, and the symbolism clear. 
There hope for man, and the good ultimately will 
triumph. 
heartily recommended. The intellectual, ma- 
Nuni ture reader will enjoy this novel. especially worth- 
while tract against Jansenism, traces which 
appear many twentieth century moralists. Nuni 
extremely stimulating reading experience. 


man just wrong deny the basic “animal- 
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Allen, Merritt Parmelee East Astoria 


order Illustrated Millard McGee. Longmans. Mar. 28, 1956. 


ues 250p. $3.00. 


authentic story based Astor’s well-known partner 
the fur business, Robert Stuart, whose adventures 
Washington Irving described his Astoria. Inspired 
Jefferson’s vision the role the western are 
destined play, young Rob joins the newly formed 
Astor Company, has perilous voyage the Oregon 
coast where the new trading post set up. From the 
first, conflict with the British Northwest Fur 
into Company, which later offers its management. High 
the story the account the famous and ex- 
ceedingly dangerous overland trip made with small 
band St. Louis—the route which was become part 
the Oregon Trail. Throughout, his devotion the 
American ideal and belief the American future are 
into the story. little slow starting, the book 
exciting and adventuresome enough its later chap- 


> 


ractices 


Young people the vicinity Detroit, particu- 
should know this historic figure. 
Isaac 
Lucky Starr and the Big Sun Mercury 


inds thig Paul French Doubleday. Apr. 1956. 
love $2.50. 


orbed Fourth the David Starr science fiction series 
writer this field (who also research 

chemist), the latest tale takes the young hero and his 
Martian friend, Bigman Jones, Mercury discover 


who what sabotaging project bend the sun’s 
through hyperspace and thus control the weather. 


After two encounters with sun-maddened robot and 
with living rock ropes which freeze the humans they 


Lucky solves the mystery. Many interesting 


details about Mercury are skillfully interwoven, but the 
and the ropy, refrigerating, moving rocks are hard 


take. Junior high. 


Allen Asimov Baker Benary-Isbert Bleeker 


*Baker, Nina Brown Amerigo Vespucci 
Illustrated Paul Valentino. Knopf. Mar. 19, 1956. 
143p. $2.50. 

Vivid, friendly and real, this story-biography “Amer- 
ica’s godfather” states the case for our continent’s being 
named for him but makes extravagant claims about 
his discoveries. shown have been intelli- 
gent, well-educated and able business man, first-class 
pilot, and kindly, tactful person. Equally forceful 
the account his times and the widespread interest 
the new routes the Indies. “The geography the 
East had the same fascination that science fiction has 
today.” There good map the lining papers. 
Simple and easy enough for 5-6th graders, but not 
overlooked for junior high purposes. 


Margot Castle the Border 
Translated from the German Richard and Clara Winston. 
Harcourt May 1956. 277p. $3.00. 


junior novel laid dilapidated castle West 
Germany, near the East-West border, 1948-51. 
elderly couple the castle are joined their self- 
contained and slightly self-centered 16-year-old niece 
who has hopes joining theatrical group the 
neighborhood. She maneuvers the group into residence 
the castle, with the understanding they will work 
its repair, and also manages coaching for herself. Mean- 
while, the castle continues harbor escapees from the 
Iron Country. From the many influences impinging 
upon her life, there develops responsibility which 
maturing and enriching. 


This restrained but telling description postwar 
conditions, and compassionate analysis the prob- 
lems confronting youth trying find their place the 
new Germany. Characters are individual and have 
depth. Implicit their portrayal the change-over 
necessary from the war years’ fight for personal survival 
the postwar consideration for others. Perhaps the 
girl’s stage success comes too quickly and easily. Un- 
doubtedly, girl readers would prefer leave her 
established star and central figure the wedding which 
closes the book. The superficial reader will find the 
story slower than The Ark and Rowan Farm, but the 
heroine fully appealing the girl those earlier 
stories. The translation smooth and_ idiomatic, 
though the homely “by guess and gosh” might 
better have served for the translators’ “by guess and 
god.” 


Bleeker, Sonia Mission Indians California 
Ilthea Karr. Morrow. Mar. 14, 1956. 142p. 
Partly narrative and partly expository, this latest the 
author’s regional series describing the American Indians 
for grades 4-7 limited the tribes inhabiting Upper 
California. These are pictured having been before 
the coming the white man, happy, contented “and 
for the most part peaceful” people with established 
traditions, rituals, religious beliefs, and the ability 
live off the land. After Father Junipero Serra came, 
“slavery peonage” were their lot they were “forced 
give their way life and work for the Spanish.” 
The lack improvement conditions after the Mexi- 


ab 


can government closed the missions, 1833, passed 
over quickly, the Yankee practice driving them 
off gunpoint, after 1846. How much better may 
have been the reservations which the American 
government settled them after 1876 not indicated, 
although are told that “of the 30,000 Indians who 
once people southern California, less than 3000 remain 
book was checked specialist from 
the Museum Anthropology the University 
fornia. While any book very welcome which brings 
home young people the disgraceful treatment the 
white man accorded the original owners this land, 
some evidence the exceedingly primitive culture 
these aborigines when the friars arrived, and the 
stage they had reached when the friars were expelled, 
would also welcome. The transitional period can- 
not have been easy happy for either friar Indian, 
but testimony exists that was not the cruel, greedy, 
unreasonable and linguistically defective system 
shown here have been. For junior high. 


Ball the Sky 


Douty, Esther 
Apr. 16, 1956. 


Illustrated Douglass Corsline. 
190p. $2.75. 

Present-day air-minded boys, acquainted with the mod- 
ern intricacies flying, may find 14-year-old John 
Wise’s early methods crude. But they 
the daring and perseverance the Father Balloon- 
ing, whoch carried him along spite the doubts 
and others. For John Wise believed that 
the air was meant not only for birds but for man 
well. Disregarding failures, disappointments and acci- 
dents, made 1859 one the longest balloon trips 
ever known. Nearly hundred years later, the air 
current had discovered and named the Great Cur- 
rent was rediscovered American pilots who call 
the Jet Stream. Journalistic its reporting and with- 
out literary distinction, the book depends dialog 
too heavily. Nevertheless, describes interesting 
and important early stage America’s conquest the 
air. For ages and up. 


Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 
St. Joseph Memorial School, 
Pennsylvania 


Eaton, Jeannette The Story Eleanor Roosevelt 
Morrow. Apr. 18, 1956. photogs. $3.95. 

sympathetic, admiring biography expert biog- 
rapher for young people. Girls will take special pleasure 
the chapters dealing with the subject’s early life and 
may amazed amused learn that the young 
Eleanor suffered agonies timidity and shyness; that 
debutante she had coming-out party but, one 
aunt put it, had “leak out”; that even First Lady 
she faced her first press conference with “sheer terror.” 
Marriage Franklin D., distant cousin, de- 
manded period readjustment more than little 
complicated very forceful and ubiquitous mother- 
in-law. her husband’s entrance into politics and 
the continued ascendency his political star, there 
was less and less the intimate living the young wife 
had hoped for. Always loyal supporter his ambi- 
tions, however, she soon became public figure her 


Holt. 


Best 


May 
own right, and this the second half this biography 
leaves doubt. 
Miss Eaton recounts much Mrs. Roosevelt’s 
the political field and movements for social cle 
provement and sees her woman great Prof 
tarian impulses, prodigious energy, personal 
egotism, and the farthest-flung influence 
time. Though never her husband’s adviser, her and 


extensive (and much criticized) travels wartime, she brough 


kept her finger humanity’s pulse, and according 
her biographer her reports were invaluable aid to} 
the Chief Executive. There suggestion here 
the strong antegonisms she aroused certain 
and still less the evidence which this stood. 
dents whom the New Deal but name and 
War hardly more than memory will find Library 
eras come life for them. Granted its libra 
Miss Eaton has given young people well-written other 
sympathetic account remarkable woman and 
achievements, which lead her own 
volumes, This Story and This the soc 
Among the photographs that certainly add essence, 
appeal the book are several very charming ones. The 
bibliography also appended. but not 
Sister Agnese, S.C.C., she 
St. Ann’s Academy, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 
$2.75. fair she 
The 13-year-old son the supervisor 
National Park tekes charge huge dog, Kloshe, when| 
the latter’s owner injured snowslide. Half husky} 
and half timber wolf, Kloshe has been trained 
work, but also under suspicion game 
How recovered after running off, who the 
killer proves be, and how the threat log 
portant tract virgin timber which the Park Servic 
wishes preserve warded off, make exciting, valid 
story. While the rescue small child the 
seems little clumsy, the author says based 
actual rescue work famous animal owned 
professional dog trainer, Ace Sanderlin. The 
and will remembered for his well-received 
about logging, Patrol. undiminis 
for junior high boys the story itself are the 
for training dog rescue work, which gives setter 
foreword the book. has bullie 
Madeleine 
Wonder World 
Illustrated Clifford Geary. McGraw. Apr. 30, 1956 
160p. $2.75. House book) Lane, Fre 
One the good features about this personalized 
duction microbiology the author’s provision 
controls when setting simple household experiment After 
which can made prove her points. The Town, 
thus introduced scientific method the same 
learns major facts the history microbiology, the 
man who discovered these facts, the classes shipping 
the kinds bacteria and viruses, and the thing 
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mankind has developed against these. Sensible health 
precautions are enumerated. Special tribute paid 
Pasteur, Fleming, Salk and UNICEF. The drawings 
are clean-cut and occasionally very funny. The author 
Professor Bacteriology and Biology Sarah Law- 
rence College and has written two other books the 
subject. Her presentation this one direct, dramatic 
and concrete, with the significance the data always 
brought home her readers. Will interest junior high 
and including adults. 


Nancy Runs the Bookmobile 


Johnson, Enid 
189p. $2.75. (Romance for 


Messner. Apr. 16, 1956. 
Young Moderns) 

Library administrators, harried the current shortage 
librarians, will grateful for the appearance an- 
other vocational story which may attract recruit. 
two the field. They will regret that the book not 
stronger one and that, although brings out adequately 
the social aspect librarianship, fails stress its 
essence, i.e. the feeding the intellect and emotions. 
The author seems have read widely her subject, 
but not have digested completely all the material 
she found. Curious techniques are described. Inexact 
statements are made. (Cf. “the origin Mother Goose, 
first published away back 1719 Song the Nur- 
Mrs. Goose.” And, “for know ,of course, 
that librarians start their year’s work July.”) But 
Nancy valiant young woman who writes and 
coaches play for elementary school where book 
fair she initiated taking place. She has huge and 
immediate success her radio storytelling program. 
She teaches crippled 17-year-old girl read music 
and sing solo parts from The Messiah very short 
time. The fact that she has three young men squiring 
her, two them propose, may lend enchantment for 
teen-age girls, sufficient nullify the effect her 
framing and hanging her “Master’s diploma.” Thin 
and quaint the book is, least lets the reader 
know there such thing bookmobile, and may 
attract recruit. 


Jim 
Illustrated Bob Kuhn. 
254p. $2.75. 
re-issue dog-and-boy story which has been 
undiminished favorite since 1945. The formula 
unbeatable: mountain boy and champion Irish 
setter given train, plus monstrous bear that 
has bullied all the men and animals the wilderness. 
arm, romantic, and highly successful its feeling 
for the outdoors and the relations between father and 
son. 


Big Red 


Holiday House. Apr. 15, 1956. 


Lane, Frederick Harkins, Privateersman 
Clifford Schule. Apr. 25, 1956. 
218p. $2.75. 

After narrow escape from the Redcoats Boston 
own, Nat Harkins, mere slip boy, succeeds 


for “one them ships” authorized 1775 


the Massachusetts General Court attack British 
shipping the high seas. Once aboard the Lee, Nat 
finds things come alive. There are attacks and cap- 


Johnson Kjelgaard Lane Bloomfield Ferrier Lazo Vaughn 


tures, fighting and surrender. Then, while privateers- 
man the Dauntless, Nat and his fellows are cap- 
tured turn and imprisoned the horrible Old Mill 
Prison England. After two years they escape and 
are attached John Paul Jones’ ship, the Bon Homme 
Richard, and take part the capture HMS Serapis. 
Characters the book are suggested rather than fully 
developed. Occasional historical incidents 
ences enrich the story somewhat. But the action-filled 
pages and copious dialog will probably make popular 


with boys. 
Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 
St. Joseph Memorial School, 
Hazleton, Pennsylvania 
Lodester Books 


PrenticeHall. May, 1956. photogs. maps lining papers. 
$2.75 each. 
Bloomfield, Howard Last Cruise 
Nightwatch.” 213p. 


Ferrier, Marion, and Ferrier, Ben. 
Country. 212p. 

Lazo, Hector. the Trail Inca Gold. 212p. 

Vaughn, John Arthur. Canga. 216p. 


The pattern for “Lodestar Books” includes considerable 
information, judiciously integrated, about the locale 
conditions which form the background each book; 
glossary terms peculiar the setting; small block 
photographs; map the endpapers. The series, 
rule, affords painless means absorbing few 
authentic facts about the areas interest, the same 
time that major attention goes the action (Cf. Best 
Sellers, Oct. 15, 1955). 


The Bloomfield story concerns two high school boys, 
cousins and 17-18 years old, one with considerable sail- 
ing experience and the other without any, who take 
34-foot yawl from Long Island its new owner 
Florida. Adventures navigating and rescuing pass- 
engers from burning cruiser, capturing youthful 
thief, dealing with pseudo captain, well coping 
with the everyday funny and sometimes startling ex- 
periences aboard ship, make entertaining tale. 
told without straining undue exaggeration. The 
author has himself made the 1300-mile trip 
describes. 


God’s River 


God’s River Country blow-by-blow account the 
1,000-mile, eight weeks canoe trip from Winnipeg 
Hudson’s Bay, which was made party under 
the guidance the authors, experienced explorer- 
woodsman and his wife. Among the six teen-agers 
along were Adlai Stevenson III and William Kellogg 
Leaving Lake Winnipeg, the party paddled God’s 
Lake and God’s River Port Nelson, returning 
Lake Winnipeg via the swift and all but unnavigable 
Nelson River. Only one day and 166 miles the trip 
were spent railroad coach. The rest the trip 
was given over running swift rapids, portaging heavy 
loads, fishing, brief race with school white whales, 
long contest with mosquitoes and black flies, cooking 
temperamental weather, and occasional battles with 
storm and tide. Glimpses Cree Indians, birds, moose, 
breath-taking falls, and primeval marsh are provided, 
well much information the supplies necessary 


for such trip and the safety precautions taken. 
spite some tense moments, the writing does not 
rise dramatic excitement, though the adventure 
inherent the trip itself sufficient arouse envy 
the young reader’s breast. 


the Incan adventure story, the son American 
Ambassador Peru stumbles ancient, still popu- 
lated “lost” Incan village, while unofficial ex- 
ploration with three Peruvian teen-agers their 
teacher. picture Incan civilization and brief refer- 
ences its destruction the Spaniards comes out. 
The plot concerns the capture the boy after has 
broken his ankle while plunging down into tunnel 
which led the sacred Cave the Inca’s Chair. 
Adopted into the group after had cured the chief’s 
granddaughter snakebite, and trained young 
warrior, eventually freed through the services 
the chief’s daughter-in-law, white woman. makes 
lively story, spite occasional discrepancy such 
the improbability that such Indians lacked treatment 
for snakebite, the use the word “knight” for war- 
rior, approval the removal newly discovered 
Indian relics the Peruvian government though earlier 
Spanish removal strongly decried. will serve 
introduction this ancient civilization, either for 
free readng American history classes. 


Like the foregoing Bloomfield title, Canga identified 
expedition undertaken Midwest school principal 
and his 17-year-old son, from San Paulo, Brazil, the 
uncharted and largest river island the world, Bana- 
nal the Amazon Basin. After dangerous trip 
the island their dug-out canoe was wrecked and they 
fell into the hands the very savages they had been 
warned against. Held captives for over four months, 
they found themselves highly interested the primi- 
tive customs they observed, but also slipping into tropi- 
cal lethargy. Dissention over them split the tribe and 
bit induced the savages conduct them 
part-way the highest point land the island. 
Followed days frustration, danger and discourage- 
ment before they located the one safe settlement the 
coast. The very sketchy map the endpapers 
help tracing the course the Vaughns followed; nor 
possible work out calendar for the trip. 
spite exciting details about people, sites, flora and 
fauna, the book leaves the reader faintly disbelieving. 
state mind which not allayed photograph 
the lost pair approaching rotting ox-cart wheel, 
our first glimpse civilization after our escape through 
the jungle.” Any boy, contrasting the spick-and-span 
clothing shown the photograph with the rotting, dis- 
colored garments described the text, would ask how 
they were obtained, who took the picture and with 
what. adult apt feel that, the story true, 
the school-teacher, aviation-mechanic father was fool- 
hardy his planning and, comparison with his son, 
ineffectual crises. 
McDonald, Lucile, and Ross, Zola 


Mystery the Long House 
Nelson. Apr. 12, 1956. 191p. $2.75. 


Teen-aged Barbara Stratton resents spending the sum- 
mer with her sister, Cicely, whose husband directing 


McDonald MacKaye Montgomery Patchett 


Best 
archeological excavation Indian long house in| 
Puget Sound. The project abruptly halted when 
elderly eccentric refuses permission dig her 
erty. Why she resents the crew, why she lives 
unfinished, unfurnished new house when her 
stead stands empty across the road, why white 
skeleton found the Indian long house, 
Barbara. There hardly enough excitement sus later 
pense the mystery warrant the epithet “sparkling’ 
used the blurb. Archeological data 
checked for accuracy and are interesting and 
sudden romance between Barbara and member 
crew not convincing, but her adjustment 

Sister Agnese, S.C.C. 
and gre 
know 
MacKaye, Loring The Great and 
Nelson. Apr. 20, 1956. 192p. $2.75. sion 
When news the massacre Custer’s five But 
reached Bismarck, D., July 1876, the 
the Bismarck Tribune scooped the War 
informing the country, holding the local 
Union wire St. Paul for hours. The author 
used this historical incident climax for story Pott 
16-year-old farm boy who got himself job 
devil the newspaper. Through his eyes see 
frontier town, the fort and its soldiers, the 
who sold guns the Indians, the Tribune 
ent who died the massacre, and, most plainly, plaining 
himself smarting over his suspension last fron 
following his tactless charges against President 
relatives, and recklessly disregarding orders 
tempt regain face. Central figure likable the 
chap whose hopes becoming reporter are 
handled. The frontier life and the newspaper 
are adequately sketched in. And the underlying out 
the widening circle which one dishonest act involvs 
sound. 


Montgomery, Rutherford Beaver 
Illustrated Robert Doremus. World. Feb. 20, glaci 
214p. $2.75. clo 
The age-old challenge the wilderness underlies 
fresh, pleasant story two brothers trapping 
the western territories which the Hudson’s Bay plane 
pany claimed for their own. seasoned 
per” (i.e. under contract individual 
the older youth taught his 14-year-old brother other air 
the island. This involved not only providing fod 
with bow and arrow and occasional shot from up. 
old smoothbore fusil. also meant protecting his 

from marauding Indians, wilderness beasts 
gade Company trappers. Information about the Holt. 
per the 1830’s, squawmen included. Good Austrian 


which junior high boys will like. join 
anim 
Patchett, Mary Elwyn Flight the Misty 
Bobbs. Feb. 24, 1956. 236p. $2.75. 


The author, member the British Interplanetary 
ciety whose experts are said have checked the were many 


15, 1956 
data this latest book, does not belong the 
hen scientific school which believes there oxygen 
Venusian atmosphere under its carbonisphere. She 
however, accept the theory that the planet may 
stage which earth reached millions years ago, 
her geologic era hypothesized considerably 
mystify later than some scientists would recognize. Hence when 
astronauts the Space Patrol are pulled down 
adverse draft into huge saucer bog and quag- 
mire Venus, they encounter “relics 
primeval day.” These include oil sumps, pitch lakes, 


apes nearing the human stage, giant frogs and saurians, 
immense leeches, tyrannosaurs, the diplodocus, tricera- 


tops, vegetable Iron Maiden, ambulatory nettles, 
loathsome, transparent centipede feet long and three 
irls. feet high, and, just before their rescue, intelligent silver 
and green frogmen who can quarry marble but not 
know fire. The adventure element sound enough; 
and the first law the Astronautical Control Commis- 
sion (Thou shalt not kill) conscientiously observed. 
But geologic ages are carelessly confused, condition 
rectified the author’s postulating arrested de- 
for the saucer-land, while the rest Venus 
changed with the millenia. 
abou! potter, Jean Flying Frontiersmen 
Apr. 17, 1956. 212p. photogs. $3.00. 
Tributes eight bush pilots who pioneered the Alaskan 
with preliminary and concluding chapters ex- 
plaining the part aviation has played opening this 
last frontier and its importance possible third world 
war. Major attention goes Carl Ben who 
the first flight over Alaska, 1923, and was first 
over the Arctic Ocean, 1926. Included also are: Noel 
“cautious dean Alaskan aviation,” who 
miners and their equipment and their ore 
the hinterland and who now heads his own 
Joe Crosson, nonchalant, charming and mod- 
who refused the Congressional Medal and the DFC 
for bringing back the bodies Will Rogers and Wiley 
Post; Harold Gillam who had uncanny ability 
through storms; Bob Reeve who was first 
20, use glaciers landing fields; Archie Ferguson, “the 
fying clown” who pioneered the farthest-north flying 
under the flag; Fred Moller, distin- 
flight mechanic who could never learn pilot 
Bay plane and never stopped trying; Jack Jefford, pioneer 
free instrument flight Alaska night flying. Readable, 
and anecdotal, the book mentions passing 
air heroes who also played their part. good 


ding the lining papers helpful. For junior high 


from and up. 
and *Proske, Roman Lions, Tigers, and 


Holt. Mar. 1956. $3.75. 


Austrian staff officer, who ran away from home 
join circus. trained his first lion cubs 
Africa. returned Vienna with his own 
act. Thereafter, until his retirement, broke, 
50’s, worked with lions tigers both, with 
chimpanzees and bears, the important 
netary Europe and America. Though his injuries 
the many and his escapes hairbreath, his affection for 


317p. photogs. 


Pla 


Potter Proske Stefferud Wells 


the animals was deep and genuine. That they returned 
the feeling seems have been proved all cases but 
that Judith, Sumatra tiger which came close 
ending his act forever. Several citations from SPCA 
groups came him. generous his mention 
other famous trainers, and unsentimental and plain 
spoken describing several tragic incidents and some 
poignant human interest incidents. Written for adults, 
the book completely lacking egotism, even 
occasional laugh the author. Boys should like very 
much, and many girls, well. 


The Wonders Seeds 
Harcourt. Mar. 22, 1956. 


Alfred 
Illustrated Shirley Briggs. 
119p. $2.75. 

The editor the Department Agriculture 
Yearbook writes entertainingly and informatively the 
nature the various kinds seeds, their similarities 
and differences, what they need grow, how they 
travel, how buy and plant them, and how Mendel’s 
findings and Cuthbertson’s work for Ferry-Morse Seed 
Company have improved plant stocks. Simple home 
experiments are described, the pronunciation scien- 
tific terms given, and interesting anecdotes included. 
The accurate information and the informal presentation 
make this excellent volume for free reading for 
general science classes. Addressed ages 10-14, but 
not beneath the dignity older readers. Indexed and 
well illustrated. 


Wells, Helen City for Jean 
Funk Wagnalls. Apr. 20, 1956. 218p. $2.75. 


Another vocational story, this one presents the case for 
the welfare worker adequately and sympathetically. 
Human problems with which the social investigator 
works, types individuals encountered, the causes 
financial need, and the routines and attitudes the social 
worker must adopt are the essential part the book. 
There romance, course, but rather wooden 
and clumsy. The satisfactions which lie helping 
one’s fellows from public funds are more adroitly de- 
veloped. Both the right the individual has tempor- 
ary aid and the advantage the community giving 
such help are stressed throughout. 


Wells, Helen 

Introducing Patti Lewis, Home Economist 
Messner. Apr. 16, 1956. 190p. $2.75. (Romance for 
Young Moderns) 
Food talk incorporated the plot and pages 
simple recipes the end the book are guaranteed 
stimulate the salivary glands all girl readers. The 
story not exceptional, but compelling enough 
hold the reader the book until the end. about 
girl who serves her apprenticeship 
demonstrating foods for large electrical equipment 
company, and then takes over the test kitchen 
modest flour processing business. Overcoming the 
frustrations created timorous sales manager, 
unconvinced junior officer, and the competition offered 
the daughter rival company, Patti boosts sales 
for her and marries the boss’s son. The book 
gives girls good insight into one phase food career, 


without claiming too much for either the industrial whom the Jacobins followed. Much made his 
home economist the occupation whole. While abolish the death penalty altogether, though 
training and apprenticeship are passed over bit quick- she lets know could have stopped the massacre 
ly, the contribution the food technician can make 8,000 Royalists the piece 
the fields which she can work are adequately and Danton, Marat and Saint-Just. But nothing said 
interestingly presented. The tried-and-true home econo- fact that Danton and Robespierre are thought 
mist might question the emphasis the book lays upon have fallen out over the former’s wish curtail the 
package mixes, but the author makes clear the special Reign Terror and the latter’s insistence 
areas which these are now economically important. ping up. Nor that the bloodiest period the 
Sister Margaret Mary, occurred after Danton’s death, during the six 
Department, prior Robespierre’s own execution. Nor his 
Marywood College tempt set Rousseau’s deistic philosophy 

Pennsylvania state religion. Many famous figures (even 

dog) walk through the pages what is, spite 

character, Babette Duplay, who falls love with 


marries one Robespierre’s associates, and 


amusing little cartoon-text which offers letting her tell the story out her adolescent 
sensible tips the amenities observed from the and inexperience. But old age 
preachy heavy-footed, the book covers such 
arranging the date, clothes, transportation, corsages, Cla 
check-rooms, cutting in, duties chaperones, and 
others; and warns against grooming public, Henry Detectives 
housing, chewing gum, dancing with eyes closed, the Richard and Clara Winston; illustrated 
octopus-hold, and such small annoyances. Charlotte Kleinert. Harcourt. Mar. 1956. 205p. 
enced junior and senior high boys and girls will derive inscription, “Caius dumbbell,” scribbled on4 
some confidence from the advice and entertainment wax writing tablet Rufus Praetonius Des 
from the drawings. Their elders may wish that strap- for insulting remark schoolmate against Dug 
less evening gowns had not been included some father sets group Roman schoolboys Dur 
the pictures. raveling series mysterious happenings. Involve 
are: the teacher, Xantippus, who found bound Goll 
gagged; the disappearance the writing tablet; Telly Gou 
Williamson, Joanne Jacobin’s Daughter ex-consul and once famous general; Lukos, 
Charles Clement. Knopf. Mar. 19, 1956. and Rufus, denounced and imprisoned 
$3.50. malicious desecration temple, after his “dumbbel Lew: 
junior novel new writer with new slant was painted bold red its walls. 
French Revolution, the point view the solved time save Rufus from harm, 
class during the Terror. Fascinated the fictional the identity the soothsayer revealed. 
possibilities connected with the cabinetmaker’s smarty pranks and period illustrations are Busi 
with whom Robespierre lived and whose modern spite Roman names, costum 
was betrothed, and faced historians’ setting. Lacking authentic atmosphere, the boi 
over whether was madman, power-mad dictator, may entertain 10-14-year-old who-done-it fans, 
starry-eyed idealist drunk Rousseau’s social theories, same time that introduces them few class 
the author not unnaturally chose present the 1956, 
the Duplays knew and loved. Hence all slanting Frances Dowling 
his character the direction “the Incorruptible” Dunmore (Penna.) High 
Gesell, 
BEST SELLERS Entered Second-Class Louis 
University Scranton Scranton, Penna. 
SCRANTON PENNSYLVANIA Doctor 
Return Postage Guaranteed 
Providence College Library yet 


Providence, Rhode Island 


and 
Spox 


